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Highlights on History 

 
Old drawing Al-Masjid Al-Haram   

It has been confirmed orally that the Arabian 
Peninsula was the cradle of an advanced 
civilization since the beginning of human history. 
These civilizations successively flourished and 
declined, settling in the fertile parts of the 
Arabian Peninsula. Sometimes they isolated 
themselves but usually they had contact with 
their neighbours. There were, at different times, 
Tasm, Jadees, Saba'a and Aad in -the south and 
Thamud and Madyan were in the north.  

These civilizations prospered and perished, but Allah, the All-Wise, 
desired that the cultural history of this peninsula be perpetual. Its actual 
history started when Allah, the Almighty, honoured it by sending Abraham, 
the Father of the Prophets (peace be upon him), to build the Ancient House 
and settle with his family in the heart of this peninsula. Makkah, at that time 
an arid area, was designated as Umm UI Qura (Mother of Cities).  

The offspring of Ismail Ibn Ibrahim (peace be upon them) multiplied after 
they had raised the foundations of the Sacred House. This arid valley was 
changed, becoming the direction of the hearts and the place of assembly for 
Muslims, it nourished their spirits and refreshed their souls and fruits were 
brought to them from all parts of the world. 

Allah, the Supreme, selected from the people of Makkah and the offspring 
of Abraham (peace be upon him), the seal of His Prophets and Messengers, 
Muhammad Ibn Abdullah (blessings and peace be upon him). The Prophet 
(blessings and peace be upon him) called to monotheism, and from Makkah 
Al-Mukarramah to Al-Madinah Al-Munawwarah, to the borders of the 
Arabian Peninsula, the call for righteousness poured forth to echo around the 
world.  

The Messenger of Allah (blessings and 
peace be upon him) was sent at a time when 
the society of the Arabian Peninsula had 
degenerated in its social, political and 
economic conditions. It was incredible that the 
inhabitants of the Arabian Peninsula proved 
that only Islam could dramatically have 
influenced, developed and motivated the Arab 
society of that time. This society developed and 
flourished when Islam came into being and 
offered to the Jahiliyah (pre-Islamic period of 

The concept of the map of the Earth through history  

 
A map of the Earth by Al-Jehany, tenth century A.D.  



ignorance) community the creed that 
inculcated their minds and souls with new 
values. When Prophet Muhammad (blessings 
and peace be upon him) guided them towards 
a new look at the universe, this world and the 
hereafter, radically changing their traditional 
pre-Islamic outlook, he released their huge 
potential and united them after years of 
dissension Islam altered social and political 
systems and made all Muslims equal brothers, 
with preference determined only by one's grasp 
of the creed, adherence to it, and abidance by 
its judgements, as demonstrated by one's 
manners, behaviour and relations with others.  

When the new creed predominated in the 
Arabian Peninsula, the new religion of Islam 
was introduced to neighbouring countries. 
Here started a new cultural role in human 
history led by Arabs and Muslims for many 
countries. Whenever the history of world 
culture is mentioned, Arabs and Muslims 
occupy a high place. They have contributed 
bright and glittering pages in the book of 
universal civilization and culture. 

Centuries passed and many factors led to 
the deterioration and decline of the Arab and 
the Islamic world, their cultures faded but did 
not vanish completely. These cultures shifted 
away from the cities of their origin and moved 
to other far cities. The Arabian Peninsula still 
remained the lodestone of Islamic culture, and 
this was emphasized by the foundation of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia which is based on the 
religion of Islam.  

The reconquest of Riyadh by King Abdul 
Aziz (may his soul rest in peace) and the 
unification of the greater part of the Arab 
Peninsula drew the attention of the whole 
Islamic world, and restored the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia to its high rank among other 
countries. The sons of King Abdul Aziz (may 
his soul rest in peace) spared no effort to build 
the entity of the Kingdom during the 
succeeding decades.  
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The Kingdom became the focus of world attention and also concerned 
itself with the affairs of Muslims all over the world. It considers the services to 
the Two Holy Mosques as a serious commitment and a first priority.  



King Abdul Aziz (may his soul rest in peace) knew well that, when he took 
over the government, Saudi Arabia would become a hub to the Muslims of the 
world, and that the service of Muslims should be the top priority of the new 
rule. That was not restricted only to the service of pilgrims and visitors and 
maintenance of the Two Holy Mosques, but also included the general care of 
the affairs and worries of Muslims everywhere. This concern included the 
service of the Two Holy Mosques and their sacred rituals as well as looking 
after the affairs of Hajj and Umrah pilgrims, and visitors coming from all 
directions. 

 

The Divisions of the Arabian Peninsula 
(Prior to the Mohammadan Mission)  

The culmination of attention towards the Two Holy Mosques has clearly 
been demonstrated during the reign of the Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques. King Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz (may Allah protect him). Attentiveness 
and care was and is one of his foremost priorities. This has been demonstrated 
by the great extension of Al-Masjid Al-Haram and the Holy Mosque of the 
Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him), crowned by the special diligence 
he gave to the restoration of the Holy Ka'bah, in glorification, grandeur and 
dignity. We beseech Allah, the Almighty, to make this restored, historic 
position to the Arabian Peninsula a starting point for the reinstatement of 
general Islamic leadership in all parts of the world to what it was during the 
Golden Age of Islam. This is not a difficult matter for Allah, the Supreme. 

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in Brief 

Location 

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is situated between the Red Sea in the west 
and the Arabian Gulf in the east. It is bounded on the north by Jordan, Iraq 
and Kuwait, and on the south by the Yemeni Republics (north and south), and 
on the east by the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Qatar and Oman. The total 
area of the Kingdom is 2,240,000 square kilometers. The length of the 
western coast from Al-Aqaba to Meedi is approximately 1100 miles, and the 
eastern coast from Ras Mishab to Qatar is 300 miles. The length of the 
boundaries from Al-Aqaba to Ras Mishab is 850 miles, and from Meedi to the 
Arabian Gulf is 880 miles. 

The Geographical Features 

A coastal plain extends the length of the Red Sea, the width varying from 
one region to the other; about 40 miles in the north, drops to about 30 miles 



in the south from Jizan to Al-Laith and down to 10 miles at AI-Wajh. It almost 
disappears at the Gulf of Al-Aqaba. This coastal plain is called as Al-Tahaim, 
or Tihama AI-Hijaz, Asir and Yemen, where there are several wide salt 
marshes. 

 
Map of The kingdom of Saudi Arabia   

Beyond these plains, to the east, there is a 
chain of high mountains permeated by great, 
wide valleys, the most important of which are 
Wadi Al-Himdh, Wadi Yanbu and Wadi Fatima, 
and in Asir are Wadi Atood and Wadi Beesha. 
Because the slope of this range is almost vertical 
in the west, these valleys erode quickly. Their silt 
is swept away to the coastal plain, making them 
extremely fertile. 

The height of the mountain chain, starting in the south of Asir, is 9000 
feet, and drops to 8000 feet west of Makkah Al-Mukarramah, and continues 
down to 4000 feet around Mahd Al-Dhahab. It continues to descend to 3000 
feet at Al-Madinah Al-Munawwarah and then maintains that same height 
northward. 

Directly to the east of this mountain range, the plateau of the Najd extends 
to a height of between four to six thousand feet, and finally drops to two 
thousand feet at AI-Dahnaa in the east. To the south are the Najd Heights with 
Wadi AI-Dawasir, then the desert of the Empty Quarter. 

On the north, the plains of the Najd extend about 900 miles to the borders 
of Iraq and Jordan. There are several mountain regions in the Najd such as 
the areas of Al-Aridh and Al-Owairedh and the mountains of Aja and Salma. 
The Tuwaiq Chain extends from the south-west to the north-west of Al-Nufud 
(all sand and desert) which are sand dunes that intersperse the country from 
the Empty Quarter on its eastern and western sides to the north where they 
join, and are called Al-Nufud AI-Kabeer. These Nufuds are dry, untrodden 
areas that form fertile areas after the rainy seasons. The Najd is also rich in 
saltflats that had formed an inland sea during old geological times. From the 
east side of Al-Dahnaa, the height of the land drops gradually to the sea level 
along the Arabian Gulf, where there are the Kingdom's main petroleum fields. 

Climate 

There is a sub-tropical climate along the western coast of the Kingdom, 
facing the Red Sea. It is characterized by warm summers and high humidity, 
but it is moderate in winter with scattered rains between November and 
February. The central region has relatively hot, dry summers and dry, cool 
winters, with occasional cold waves due to the Najd mountains. The climate of 
the eastern region resembles that of the central region except for the high level 
of humidity during the summer due to its coastal position on the Arabian Gulf. 



The Emblem of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia 

  

The emblem of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia consists of a date-palm under 
which lie two intersecting scimitars. The date-palm was selected because the 
Kingdom is rich in these trees of which there are several million different 
varieties. The palm-tree plays a vital role in the life of the inhabitants of the 
Arabian Peninsula. The palm-tree in the middle of the two intersecting swords 
symbolizes that prosperity comes only through justice.  

 

The Nation flag of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia. The Arabic letters written "There is no 
god but Allah, Muhammad is the Messenger of 
Allah. "  

Foreign Policy 

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is a sovereign, independent, Arab, Islamic 
State. It is a founding member of the United Nations, the League of Arab 
Nations, the Organisation of Islamic Conferences and the Non-Aligned Group 
of Nations. The foreign policy of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has the 
following established objectives from which it does not deviate: 

1. 
Protection of the country from any foreign aggres sion and defence 

of its 
  independence. 

2. Preservation and protection of Islamic rituals. 
3. Co-operation with Muslim and Arab countries for the welfare of  

  Muslims and Arab people. 

4.
Abiding by the charter of the League of Arab Nations and 

consolidation  
  of the Islamic unity. 

5. Abiding by the charter of the United Nations, and working with the 

  
international community to wards the achievement of peace, 

stability  
  and the welfare of humanity. 

6.
Disapproval of intervention in the internal affairs of other nations 

and 
  condemnation of foreign invasion and aggression on other countries. 
     



The Kingdom treats other countries with 
equality and mutual respect. It also supports 
national liberation movements, and countries 
striving to release their occupied territories and 
gain self-determination and independence. The 
Kingdom is a member of the NonAligned Group of 
Nations, and rejects joining an military pacts. It is 
also a member of the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC), and the Organisation 
of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries (OAPEC) 
The Kingdom has contributed effectively towards 
the determination of the price of oil and its level of 
production. 

The Emblem of The kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia   

The Kingdom pursues a moderate policy away from extremism in the field 
of petroleum and it is actively concerned with the stability of the world 
economy and maintenance of a good standard of life for the world population. 
It donates a high percentage of its national budget to assist poor and 
underdeveloped countries. It established a special fund to grant loam and 
developmental aid to the countries of the Third World. It increased its 
contributions in the International Monetary Fund and other international 
monetary agencies to enable those funds to meet the loans requested by 
developing countries. 

The Spiritual Relations Between Muslims 
of the World and the Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia 

While I was on a tour of one of the Muslim states, and in a religious 
meeting, one of the citizens of that country asked me, "Why are we so 
emotional and agitated whenever we see people like you, or whenever your 
country with its Holy Mosques is mentioned?" Another one asked, "Why do 
people coming back after performing Halt or Umrah or passing through the 
city of the Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him), radically change their 
behaviour from bad to good?" This line of questioning continued and the 
original purpose of the meeting vanished. Because some of the questioners 
burst into tears, I changed the theme of the meeting, and talked about the 
strong link that connects the hearts of the believers with the Islamic rituals 
and the influences of this link in connecting the hearts of the believers with 
those who sponsor and serve these rituals. 

I answered these questions and stated 
briefly that the Muslim and the believer are 
good at heart by instinct, but the incitement to 
evil and the vicissitudes of time seize the heart 
of the Muslim and enclose it. Evil is just a 
cover and not deeply-rooted in the heart of the 
believer. To mention, see or visit and to 
perform the rituals for Hajj or Umrah wipe out  



evil, purge the heart of the believer and 
strengthen his belief. 

It we ask anyone who performed Hajj or Umrah how he felt when wearing 
the Ihram, he would state that, when he got close to the Meeqat and the 
borders of the Sacred Mosque, and when he took off his regular clothes to put 
on Ihram, his soul changed and his heart was freed from worldly ideas, evil 
thoughts and latent wrong. He would add that, when he stepped into the 
Sacred House and saw the Holy Ka'bah, he had been consumed by such strong 
sensations that he gave up thinking of worldly affairs and remembered the 
world to come. Every individual in this case returns to his homeland with 
changed views and feelings and gets closer to goodness and truth. 

I would like to draw the attention of the reader to the fact that, if Allah, the 
Almighty, implants the love of something deep in the heart of a person, he is 
always devoted to what he loves. The rituals of Allah are greatly loved by 
believers, and the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques (may Allah protect 
him) is loved by all believers because he committed himself to the service and 
care of the Two Holy Mosques. He worked day and night for promoting the 
welfare of all Muslims and the citizens of the Kingdom. He devoted his 
attention to the service of the Holy Ka'bah and the Two Holy Mosques in the 
forms of extensions and renovations that stand as shining testimonials 
through the days, months and seasons. 

The Holy Ka'bah: The Pivot of the 
Millstone 

Every nation moves in the pathway of its civilization, progress, 
advancements and hopes to guarantee its eternity and permanence. To 
achieve this, a nation must have a material, tangible capital as a centre and 
pivot of its millstone. It should be a place for gathering and dispersal and a 
centre for decision-making, planning, establishing laws and setting its goals 
and objectives, as well as managing all the affairs of its people. 

The Islamic nation has been honoured by 
the tangible centre, visible and invisible; it is 
the capital of capitals that differs totally from 
other nations' centres. It combines the form 
and the spirit, the sense and the meaning, this 
world and the Hereafter. The Muslim is 
regarded in terms of soul and body and his 
deeds in both worlds. This spiritual and 
tangible centre is the Ancient House of Allah, 
the Holy Ka'bah, the Sacred House. 

 

The Islamic poet, Muhammad Iqbal (may his soul rest in peace), 
expressed these views in a long poem composed at the Sacred House. It is 
worth quoting some verses from this piece to remind the Islamic nation to 
devote itself to this linchpin. 



 
Thus is the norm of nation's birth, A centre 

where life runs. Verily, the spirit of the circle is 
the Centre, A tiny dot in its circumference. A 
system emerges from the centre, And the 
centre perpetuates the nation's life. The Sacred 
House is the nation's backbone; It is our 
melody and passions. A radiating breath in 
our chest, It is the precious soul of our body. 
From its dew our branches gained viridity, 
And our groves from its Holy Well gained life  

Our very existence is evidence of its 
truthfulness, And our sense of belonging is a 
fulfillment of Abraham's Praycr. Our name 
ranks high amongst nations, Linking the past 
with the present. Circumambulation around it 
has the nation united, It is the heart the lamps 
envelop. In its sanctity our vastness has 
merged, Our strength, out of unity, has been 
cemented. It is only through unity that nations 
survive, This unity is verily the secret of the 
Sacred House. 

  

The Greatest Arena and the Assembling 
House 

As we describe Makkah in poetry, we must also speak about it in prose. 

Poets and writers have been granted a grace that leads them to the belief 
in and contemplation of the skills and the wonderful creations of Allah. This is 
subtle sensitivity, improvisation, profundity and insight. 

Ahmed Shawqi, the prince of Arabic poets, stood in front of the House of 
Allah, the Holy Ka'bah, elucidating its glory and grandeur, in his book entitled 
'Aswaq Al-Dhab'. He writes: 

The greatest arena, the assembling house, the 
gathering season, the meeting place, the conference, 
the resort of groups, the compass of the navigator, the 
Mussahar star, the focus of attention of the nomad in 
his desert, the focus of attention of the villager in his 
hamlet, the purified Holy Mosque of Allah, His 
Ancient Curtained House towards which Allah 
directed the faces and commanded Muslims to 
perform Hajj to it, and Muslims turn their faces 
towards it five times a day in mosques. Allah erected it 
in a pure, sinless space in which life has not set its 
vanities and trifles, and evil has not yet reached it. 

 

 



Allah might have built His House in Egypt with its overflowing river and in 
a valley full of gardens. He might have built it, if He wished, in AI-Sham with 
its shaded canals, green hills and lush foliage. If Allah wished, He might have 
raised His House over the noses of tyrants, the kings of bygone ages, and over 
the heads of their gods, in lofty towers and decorated tombs. 

But Allah looked at Umm Ul Qura as a place humble to His power and 
needing for His Grace and Benevolence. He also selected the site of the Holy 
Ka'bah where submissiveness that led to belief existed, and isolation that 
would help with worship and lead to monotheism when he found this place. 
He therefore, ordered Abraham, His Prophet and Chosen Servant, to raise the 
foundations of His House as a lighthouse of His Unity. 

It is a building that was erected with weakness and strength, which stood 
on the shoulder of maturity and youth. Fatherhood and sonship contributed to 
it. Abraham was working and Ismail was handing over until they constructed a 
building that exhausted the mattocks and was beyond the reach of those who 
had devastated Tadhmur and demolished Babel. Evil vanished and the 
wonders of perfect construction were evident and monotheism replaced 
paganism. 

The House was built. Glory is its curtains and screens, truth is its wall, 
Unity is its exterior and lighthouse, Prophets are its builders. Allah is its God 
and Refuge. Makkah was lightened by it, the space flourished, it spread over 
the hills and valleys, much more glittering than the sun and the nimbus of the 
moon. Allah granted the Sacred House noble memory, splendid character, the 
reward of worship, the merits of Hajj, the honour of the builder, the 
magnificence of antiquity and the greatness of history. (14, v. 4, p. 114) 
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"So wherever You turn,there is the 
Face of Allah" (2: 115) 

Allah speaks the Truth.  
      

 

I went into the Holy Ka' bah 
twice towards the end of the 
seventies, fourteenth century of 
Hijrah I was young at that time. 
Before entering, I imagined that 
inside the Holy Ka' bah there 
existed some formalities that equal 
its glory and greatness in hearts. 
This idea was soon altered, and a 
strong feeling crept into every pan 
of my body as if it were emanating 
from within the soul. I perceived 
the meaning of Allahu Akbar, and 
the Qur'anic verse:  



" so wherever you turn, there is the Face of Allah"  

The Holy Ka'bah is the centre of the world and the springboard 
to all directions. It is also the centre of coming and going for the 
entire universe. Inside the Holy Kabah, I assimilated the same 
Qur'anic verse: This means that you feel face to face with Allah and 
dependent on Him, your target, your airn. I was in a wide hall free 
from decorations; it was the simplicity symbolized in the form of 
pure clarity of Tawhid and the complete denial of shirk 
(polytheism). Here appear the glory and dignity of the Sacred 
House where the meanings of the unity of agreement, the unity of 
aims, the unity of hopes and the unity of reward are evident. When 
I had visited temples, churches. muscums and ruins, I disdained 
the falseness existing in the prayer inches and statues everywhere, 
these reflect disunity not union. 

I stood to perform two 'raka's' in the same place where the 
Prophet (blessings and peace be upon hour) performed his 
prayers. I felt that I had risen to a high place I never thought 
possible to reach. I performed prayer in the place where the 
Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him) performed prayer after 
Quraish drove him away from Makkah and he returned to it with 
the Grace and Support of Allah. the Almighty, after founding the 
State of Islam al AI-Madinah AIMunawwarah. under the 
patronage of tile Holy Qur'an and the Prophet's Sunnah.  

He returned in the eighth year of Hijrah. not to announce in 
pride the victory over and the defeat of his enemics. but to perform 
prayer in the most sacred place in the world. He addressed all the 
enemies who had stood in his way: "Disperse, you are now free. 
Today is the day of mercy, today sanctity is preserved and today 
Allah dearly values Quraish." It was a chain of an historic incident 
which the memory surveyed from the construction of the Holy Ka' 
bah by Abraham (peace he upon hint). and incidents that 
accompanied the Quraishi construction and what happened when 
they quarrelled over the issue of restoring the Black Stone to its 
place, when the Prophet whom they respected had that honour. 
Bilal stood to call loudly  

"There is no god but Allah- Muhammad is the Messenger of 
Allah." 

He also announced the destruction of the idols, the purging of 
the Sacred House. the annexes of Zamzam and Abham's Station, 
the Hijir and the Waterspout. the Kiswah and the Belt and what 
followed In honour, virture, devotion and attention. 



  

location or the Holy Ka'bah on the Globe 

It is said that the Holy Site on which the Ancient Divine House was built is 
the centre of the earth and is the place from which the earth was extended to a 
wider expanse. In his book entitled `Al-Maslak Al-Mutaqasit fi Al-Mansak Al-
Mutawasit', Mulla Ali Qari mentioned the glorification of the Holy Site, 
quoting Mujahid (may his soul rest in peace) who was the chief interpreter of 
the Holy Qur'an.  

"Verily, when Allah, the Almighty, created His Throne on the water two 
thousand years before the creation of the earth and the sky, He cast a look on 
the water, and manifested Himself on the air. The water was turbulent and 
there emerged from it a rising smoke from which the sky was created. Also 
there appeared on the surface of the water a piece or a twinkling light in the 
spot from which the earth came into being. It was then extended to a wider 
expanse from its sides and borders. That is why Makkah is called Umm Ul 
Qura, as that piece of land looked like a plate oscillating and swaying all the 
while and did not come to stand still till heavy mountains were pierced into it 
like stakes. Of them the first mountain was Jabal Abu Qubais, and this came 
to be known as the `Mother of Mountains'. The Holy Ka'bah was then built on 
that site". (34 p. 98) 

The Attributes of the Holy Ka'bah Glorified by Allah, the Supreme. Miller : 
Arabic Maps (Vol.. V, Pages 154-155). The Position of the Islamic Coutries 

with Respect to Makkah Al-Mukarram by Al-Safaqsi 958 H./1551 AD.  



The Names of the Holy Ka'bah 

It has been called the Holy Ka'bah because of its cube shape. This name 
has been given to it on account of its elevation and projection. It is also called 
the Ancient House, Al-Bait Al-Haram and Al-Bannia. We swear by the Lord of 
this Bannia to verify that so and so is genuine. It is further known as 
Abraham's Building and Qibla because we turn our faces towards it in our 
prayers. Still, another name is Al-Hamsaa, and Quraishites were traced back 
to it and hence known as Al-Hums. Furthermore, it is called the Continuously-
Visited House based on two views, one of which refers to the interpretation of 
the Qur'anic verse: 4 the Continuously-Visited House , and the other view is 
that there exists in heaven a Sacred House directly above the Holy Ka'bah. (37 
p. 126) 

Old Black and white photograph of the Holy Ka'bah  

The Glory of the Holy Ka'bah 

The glories of the Sacred House are uncountable because they are infinite. 
Among these, the following are mentioned: 

• It is the first place of worship for people on earth, and the Qibla 
towards which people turn their faces in prayers. It is also the first 

house built by the Angels, Adam and Abraham (peace be upon them). It 
is further the first house on earth circumambulated after the Deluge. 

• The Sacred House of Allah is the assembly and the return of all people. 
They frequently visit it for Hajj or Umrah or for securing a reward or 
repenting or repeating Hajj and Umrah. Moreover, other glories may 
include a retreat to it for worship and residence in the vicinity of its 
sacred building. It may also help people to improve or reform their 
secular or religious affairs. Thus, they eagerly return to it for all the 

afore-mentioned glories combined and also because it is the assembly 
and the return of all people for all the time.  

• One of its glories is that whosoever attends it will get a reward or a 
benefit or secure a place in Paradise. If anybody visits it with the sole 

aim of prayers, he will definitely have all his sins erased as if he were a 
newly-born child. If anyone intends to visit it devotedly, and dies on his 
way to it, he will be given a place in Paradise without being questioned.  



• The glorification of the Sacred House by the Islamic nations is the 
reason for the continuous benevolence that has been bestowed upon 

them. The absence of their glorification of the Holy Ka'bah will lead to 
their total destruction.  

• Circumambulating the Sacred House seven times is equivalent to 
manumission of a slave. The circumambulators are the object of Allah's 

pleasure which He speaks about to His Angels. Repeated 
circumambulation is, therefore, a means of remission of sins to the 

extent that one who repeats circumambulation is remitted of his sins as 
if he were a newly-born child. Circumambulators should then adhere to 

uttering words of praise, supplication and acclamation.  

• Those who circumambulate the Holy Ka'bah in difficult climatic 
conditions such as rainfall or extreme heat of the sun will be befittingly 

rewarded. This incentive is offered so that the Holy Ka'bah may be 
circumambulated all the year round.  

• Allah, the Almighty, satisfied Prophet Muhammad (blessings and peace 
be upon him) by specifying the direction of the Qibla to him. Allah, the 

Supreme, says: "We see the turning of your face (for 
guidance), to the heavens: now shall we turn you to a Qibla 
that shall please you. Turn then your face in the direction of 
the Sacred Mosque: wherever you are, turn your faces in 

that direction. The people of the book know well that that is 
the truth from their Lord, nor is Allah unmindful of what 

they do." ( 2:144)  

• Finally, Allah appointed the Ka'bah, the Sacred House, as an 
establishment for men, that is, the centre of their material and tangible 

system as well as their spiritual one from which they emerge and to 
which they return. It is the outstanding landmark that unifies their 
objectives, destinies and life affairs, from which radiates the light of 

monotheism which Muslims transmit to all parts of the world 

 

The Holy Ka'bah and Al-Masjid Al-Haram in the night  

The Historic Index of the Holy Ka'bah 



What is Meant by the Historic Index?  

The historic index of any place, or city or area resembles the biography of 
a human being. It represents a concise account of all the events and the 
changes through which a place or city or man has passed from birth to the 
time of its recording. 

The historic index is not, in fact, a detailed account of incidents and 
historic conditions or a scientific document that may be referred to in 
academic studies. But this does not mean that the information in this historic 
index is approximate, it is correct, very accurate, useful and free from 
elaboration and verbosity. 

Readers in every age and place have various moods, especially, nowadays. 
Some cannot spare the time and tend towards brevity, some prefer verbosity 
and details. Others may fall in line with a view or a picture and may 
understand its meaning more concisely. 

This chapter of the book satisfies the needs of the majority of readers with 
their various tastes in reading. The index mentions every bit of information 
about the Holy Ka'bah. Some readers will want detailed information about 
some parts of the history of the Holy Kabah and its annexes which arc brielly 
discussed inn this historic index. The most important aspect is the Structural 
part which ends with the comprehensive renovation of the Holy Ka'bah by the 
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz. 

 

The Holy Ka'bah at dawn  

The Index of the Construction of the 
Holy Ka'bah 

• The Holy Ka'bah has been built twelve times if we consider the building 
from the foundations and comprehensive renovations.  

• The Holy Ka'bah was first constructed by the Angels (peace be upon 
them), then Adam and Seth (peace be upon them). Abraham and Ismail 
(peace be upon them). Then Al-Amaliqah, Jurhum Quraish. Abdullah 
Ibn AI-Zubah (may Allah be pleased with them). Then AI-Hajjtrj IN 



Yusuf AI-Thaqafi. Sultan Wind Khan and, last but not least, the 
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz (may 
Allah grant him success).  

• The Angels (peace be upon them) had constructed the Holy Ka'bah to 
be directly underneath its celestial counter-part, the Most-Frequented 
House in Heaven.  

• It has been said that Adam (peace be upon him) had constructed the 
Holy Ka'bah from the stones of five mountains brought by the Angels. 
The five mountains were: Tor Sina Mountain, Mt. Hira', Tur Zeeta, Mt. 
Lebanon and AI-Judi. (14, v. 3. p. 14).  

• In addition to the five mountains from which the Holy Ka'bah was 
constructed, others mentioned in history books are: AI-Jabal AI-
Ahmar. Mi. Thabeer, Mi. Radwa and Mt. Warqan. (14, v. 3, p. 44).  

• It was said that the edifice by Adam (peace be upon him) and that of 
the Angels (peace be upon them) was the same, Adam built it with the 
aid of the Angels.  

• Abraham and Ismail (peace be upon them) constructed the House over 
the foundations of Adam as instructed by Allah, the Almighty. (14, v. 3, 
p. 47).  

• The structure by Abraham (peace be upon him) was in the 'Radhm' 
form, that is, without mortar or adhesives. He used to build a 'sail' or 
one row of stones every day. On reaching the site of the Black Stone, he 
asked Ismail (peace be upon him) to give him a stone to lay as a starting 
point for the circumambulation then Gabriel brought him the Black 
Stone, before his son brought one.  

• The general shape of the Holy Ka'bah, constructed by Abraham (peace 
be upon him), was rectangular and nine cubits high. The eastern side 
was thirty-two cubits long, thirty-one cubits to the west, twenty cubits 
to the south and twenty-two cubits to the north. He set two openings 
for two doors adjacent to the floor, and a pit was dug to be used as a 
coffer. He did not roof it. In addition, he built a .semi-circular bower on 
the north side to shelter the sheep of Ismail (peace be upon him). This 
is what is now called AI-Hijir. (13)  

• The structure by Abraham (peace be upon him) is approximately four 
thousand years old. (14, v. 3, p. 47)  

• When Quraish decided to reconstruct the Holy Ka'bah after its being 
burnt and destroyed by rain and floods, illicit earnings were not spent 
for the work. Because lawful money was insufficient, the building was 
confined to a small part adjacent to Hijir Ismail (peace be upon him).  



Quraish built the Holy Ka'bah to the 
height of eighteen cubits. They roofed it 
over, fixed a door on the eastern side 
and set up a short wall round Hijir 
Ismail (peace be upon him).  

• Quraish divided the Holy Ka'bah by its four sides and each side was 
further divided into fourths, and each tribe drew lots for their section of 
the construction.  

• Timber was bought by Quraish from the owners of a Roman ship, 
wrecked at AI-Shua'iba's port. One of its crew was hired to assist them 
in rebuilding the Holy Ka'bah in the Syrian fashion. (12)  

• The Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace be upon him) contributed 
with Quraish to the reconstruction of the Holy Ka'bah. He also settled 
the dispute that took place on restoring the Black Stone to its original 
place.  

• Quraish built the Holy Ka'bah to the height of eighteen cubits. They 
roofed it over, fixed a door on the eastern side and set up a short wall 
round Hijir Ismail (peace be upon him). The interior of the Holy Ka'bah 
was decorated and an interior staircase was erected as well as six 
columns to support the ceiling.  

• Abdullah Ibn AI-Zubair (may Allah be pleased with them) rebuilt the 
Holy Kabah after it had been burnt and ruined by catapult-fire in the 
era of Yazeed Ibn Muawiyah. He reconstructed it in the same style that 
the Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace be upon him) had 
originally wanted. This was confirmed in a Hadith narrated by A'isha 
(may Allah be pleased with her). It was cube shaped and constructed on 
the foundation stones of Abraham (peace be upon him). He set up a 
door each on the eastern and western sides, in addition, he added three 
wooden pillars to support the two ceilings, which are extant today. The 
height was increased to twenty-seven cubits. (12)  

• The work on the Holy Ka'bah by AI-Hajjaj was not one of renovation, 
but it was a demolition of some of the additions made by Ibn Al-Zubair. 
He then rebuilt it according to the dimensions of Quraish.  

• The construction by Sultan Murad Khan was started in 1040 H., 
directly after the Holy Ka'bah was pulled down by the heavy rains and 
floods in 1039 H., water had reached the middle of its wall. The work 
took about six months to finish (13). After twenty years, some cracks 
were visible in the wall of the Holy Ka'bah. Sultan Ahmad Khan then 
surrounded the Holy Ka'bah with a decorated, gold, metal belt to 
protect it from further ruin. (14)  



• The most comprehensive, overall renovation of the Holy Ka'bah was 
made by the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King Fahd Bin Abdul 
Aziz (may Allah protect him). This will be dealt with in detail later.  

 

The Index of Firsts of the Holy Ka'bah 

• The first spot of Earth Allah created was the site of the Holy Ka'bah. It 
appeared on the water, forming a nucleus under which the earth was 
formed. (11)  

• The Holy Ka'bah was the first House of worship appointed for people 
on earth, and has been constructed by the Angels. It is the direction for 
worship of Allah, the Almighty, and it is characterized by right guidance 
and benediction. It is a symbol of human unity where all direct their 
hearts towards a united, single direction. 

• The Holy Ka'bah was the first place, since the creation of the earth and 
heavens, in which Allah prohibited committing sins. 

• It was the first house built with stone on earth. (13) 

• The first circumambulators of the Holy Ka'bah were the Angels who 
constructed it. (11, 12, 14) 

• The first pilgrims of the Sacred House were the Angels. 

• The first house founded on earth by Adam (peace be upon him) was the 
Sacred House. He was the first human being who founded the house for 
people. (13) 

• Seth (peace be upon him) was the first person to renew the Sacred 
House. (13) 

• Quraish were the first to alter the building of the Holy Ka'bah area-
wise. This took place five years before the mission of the Prophet 
(blessings and peace be upon him). Abdullah Ibn AI-Zubair (may Allah 
be pleased with them) restored it to its original area in 65 H., but Al-
Hajjaj Ibn Yusuf AI-Thaqafi brought it back to its status during the 
Quraishi era. (14) 



• The first person to set up a door that could be locked in the Holy Ka'bah 
was Tubba' As'ad Al-Himiari. Anush Ibn Seth (peace be upon him) and 
Jurhum were believed to have also done the same. (I l). 

• The first person to roof-over the Holy Ka'bah was Qusai Ibn Kilab. 
Then it was roofed over again by Quraish five years before the mission 
of the Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him). (1 1) 

• The first person to cover the Holy Ka'bah with a partial Kiswah was 
Ismail (peace be upon him). 

• The first person to cover the Holy Ka'bah with full Kiswah was Tubba 
As'ad AI Himairi, who believed in the Messenger of Allah (blessings 
and peace be upon him) four centuries prior to his mission. (1 I, 12, 13, 
14) 

• The first person who built houses around the Holy Ka'bah was Qusai 
Ibn Kilab, about one hundred and thirty years before Hijfah. People did 
not use to build houses in the vicinity of the Holy Ka'bah, but on the 
outskirts of Makkah AI-Mukarramah. Those who built their houses 
around the Holy Ka'bah were known as Quraish Al-Bawatin. 

• The first person to erect idols inside and round the Holy Ka'bah was 
Amer Ibn Luhay Al-Khuzaie, who brought Hubal from Ardh Al-Jezira 
in AI-Sham, and put it over the pit (the coffer of the Holy Ka'bah). He 
was the first to call for the worship of idols in Makkah Al-Mukarramah. 
(12) 

 

• The first person to fix a waterspout (for rain drainage) at the top of the 
Holy Ka'bah was Abdullah Ibn Al-Zubair (may Allah be pleased with 
them). It has been replaced several times. 

• The first person to construct a cube-shaped house, like the Holy 
Ka'bah, was Hameed Ibn Zuhair. Before that, houses were round, 
differing from that of the Holy Ka'bah. (I2) + (14, v. 1, p. 84) 



• Abdul Muttalib Ibn Hashim, the grandfather of the Prophet (blessings 
and peace be upon him) was the first to beautify the Holy Ka'bah. He 
put in it two golden gazelles, which he had found in the well of 
Zamzam. He also decorated the door of the Holy Ka'bah with the 
weapons he had found with the two gazelles. (12, 14) 

• The first person to take off his shoes and slippers on entering the Holy 
Ka'bah, glorifying and respecting it, was Al-Waled Ibn AI-Mugheera. 
This happened after Quraish had finished building the Holy Ka'bah, 
and ever since this has become a customary practice when entering this 
sacred place. 

• The first obligatory prayer performed at the Holy Ka'bah after the night 
of Miraj of Prophet Muhammad's ascension to the seven heavens, was 
the five obligatory prayers. Gabriel led the prayer accompanied by the 
Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him). The five prayers were 
performed opposite the middle of the eastern side of the Holy Ka'bah to 
the right of its door. (14, v, 1, p. 25) 

• The Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him) was the first to wash 
the Holy Ka'bah on the day of victory, the conquest of Makkah, after its 
expulsion of idols and its purification. 

• Bilal Ibn Rabah was the first to call the adhan for prayer over the Holy 
Ka'bah. This was also on the day of victory in Makkah. Some polytheists 
winked at each other, trying to humiliate Bilal because he was a former 
slave, but Allah, the Almighty, supported him by revealing the following 
Qur'anic verse: "O mankind! We created, you from a single 
(pair), of a male and a female, and made you into nations 
and tribes, that you might know each other, (Not that you 
should despise each other). Verily, the most honoured of 
you, in the sight of Allah, is (he who is) the most righteous of 
you. And Allah has full knowledge and is well acquainted 
(with all things) " (49:13) 

• The first person to pave the floor of the Holy Ka'bah and cover the walls 
with marble was AtWaleed Ibn Abdul Malik. The marble was white, 
green and red. 

• The Abbasid Caliph, Abu Ja'far AI-Mansour, was the first to lay marble 
on Hijir Ismail (peace be upon him) in 140 H., and several 
replacements have followed since. (I I, 14) 

• Sultan Murad Khan was the first to completely renovate Hijir Ismail 
(peace be upon him). Sultan Abdul Majeed Khan reconstructed it in 
1260 H. (4) 

• The first person to fire on the Holy Ka'bah with catapults was AI-
Husayn Ibn Numair, who came with his army to tight against Ibn AI-
Zubair, as commanded by Yazeed Ibn Muawiyah in 64 H. 



• The first section of the Holy Ka bah, which collapsed as a result of 
torrential flooding in 1039 H., was the wall constructed by AI-Hajjaj 
Ibn Yusuf AI-Thaqafi. (14, v. 3, p. 206) 

• The first Imam or Wali to touch the Black Stone before and after prayer 
was Abdullah Ibn AI-Zubair (may Allah be pleased with them). Other 
rulers recommended that and followed suit. (I 1) 

• The first to touch the four corners of the Holy Ka'bah on 
circumambulation was Ibn Al-Zubair (may Allah be pleased with 
them). He justified his originally not touching the two Shami corners 
on the assumption that they had not been built on the foundations of 
Abraham (peace be upon him). This is because Quraish reduced the 
total area from the foundations of Abraham (peace be upon him) on the 
north of AI-Hijir. (11) 

• Khalid Ibn Abdullah Al-Qasri was the first to order Muslims to stand in 
rows circling the Holy Ka'bah while praying. This was in 75 H., during 
the reign of Caliph Abdul Malik Ibn Marwan. Before this, they used to 
pray just behind Abraham's Station. (14, v. 2, p. 124) 

• The first to erect an umbrella for the Holy Ka'bah was the Commander 
of the Faithful, Ja'far AIMutawakil Ala Allah. (14, v. 4, p. 132) It was a 
curtain or an awning put on the tops of windows or doors to protect 
them from the sun. Sometimes it was a sort of ornament or decoration 
contributed by the wealthy. It was usually set on the top of the door of 
the Holy Ka'bah on the sixth of Dhul Hijjah and taken off on the eighth 
(the day of Tarwiya). Rulers used to boast about decoration. It was 
twenty-five centimetres multiplied by three metres, and was decorated 
with jewels and sapphires. (14, v. 4, p. 132). 

• The first postal stamps which carried the picture of the Holy Ka'bah 
were printed in 1384 H. They were issued in four, six and ten qarshe 
denominations. 

 

Postal stamp which carried the picture of the HolyKa'bah  

The Index of the Annexes of the Holy 
Ka'bah 

and its Other Aspects 

The Corners of the Holy Ka'bah 



The Holy Ka'bah bah has four corners in the following order from the 
starting point of circumambulation: the Black Stone. the Iraqi corner, the 
Shami corner (sometimes called AI-Maghrabi corner), then the Yemeni 
corner. The word rukn means the corner of the Black Stone, and the two 
corners mean the Black Stone and the Yemeni corners. During the time of 
Abraham (peace be upon him) there was a semi-circle between the Iraqi and 
Shami corners in the shape of Hijir Ismail (peace be upon him). There were 
four corners during the era of Abdullah Ibn AI-Zubair (may Allah be pleased 
with them), and they were always touched during circumambulation until his 
death. The four corners were part of the Holy Ka'bah together with Hijir 
Ismail (peace be upon him). (14, v. 4, p. 121.) 

The Skylights of the Holy Ka'bah 

There were holes that brought light to the interior of the Holy Ka'bah. 
Abdullah Ibn At-Zubair fitted four skylights in the roof of the Holy Ka'bah, 
and another at the gate of the staircase leading to the roof. These skylights had 
marble frames. and lasted up to the year 843 H., when they were eliminated 
by AI-Malik AI-Ashraf Bresby in order to protect the Holy Ka'bah from rain. 
(14, v. 5, p. 38) 

The Waterspout of the Holy Ka'bah 

The first waterspout was fixed by 
Quraish when they roofed over the Holy 
Ka'bah. It was made to drain into Hijir 
Ismail (peace be upon him). Abdullah 
Ibn AI-Zubair and AI-llajjaj Ibn Yusuf 
fitted similar waterspouts. AI-Walced 
Ibn Abdul Malik added some gilded tin 
plates to it. Caliphs and wealthy 
Muslims changed the waterspout 
several times and the last waterspout 
was presented by Sultan Abdul Majeed 
Khan in 1273 H. King Saud (may his 
soul rest in peace) repaired it and the 
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques 
renovated it. l 1.1. c. 4, p. 85). 

  



  

Hijir Ismail (peace be upon 
him) 

It is the curved section to the north 
of the Holy Ka'bah on the side of the 
waterspout. It is called Al-Hateem 
because a part of it was demolished 
when Quraish reduced the area of the 
House while reconstructing it. It is a 
marbled area with a wall in the form of 
a .semi-circle with an eastern and a 
western opening. It is about one and a 
half metres high, and has three lanterns 
for lighting and decoration.  

A part of it amounting to three cubits and a hand span is considered as a part 
of the Holy Ka'bah. It has been renovated more than twenty-five times. It was 
called the graves of the virgins of Ismail's family. It was said that Ismail (peace 
be upon him) and his mother Hajir were buried there. It was also said that the 
spot under the waterspout was a place where supplications were answered. ( 
14, v. 3, pp. I 16-122) 

AI-Multazam 

It is called Al-Muda'a and AI-Mutawwaz. It is the part that lies between 
the corner of the Black Stone and the door of the Holy Ka'bah. It is the place 
where Muslims cling to in submissiveness and supplication to Allah, the 
Almighty. It is said that prayers are answered in this place. (I I. 12) 

AI-Mustajar 

It is also called AI-Mutawwaz or AI-Mustatjab. It lies between the Yemeni 
corner and the closed door at the back of the Holy Ka'bah. It is called AI-
Multazarn of the elderly of Quraish. It is also a place where supplications are 
answered by Allah, the Almighty. (I I) 

AI-Hateem 

Hijir Ismail (peace be upon him) is called AI-Hateem. It also included the 
area between the Black Stone, Abraham's Station and Zamzam Well. It is the 
place where sins are forgiven. (1 I ) 



The Black Stone 

This is the site where circumambulation 
starts, at the south-eastern corner of the Holy 
Ka'bah. Its origin is the Sapphires of Paradise, 
its hidden corner is white like the colour of 
Abrahams Station. It is the place where 
Muslims repent of their sins and ask Allah's 
forgiveness. It is a customary practice to touch 
and kiss it. The Black Stone will be a witness 
on the Judgement Day to all Muslims who 
have touched and kissed it in sincerity. It is the 
spot which has been kissed by the Prophets, 
Hajj and Umrah pilgrims and visitors. (12, 14, 
v. 3, pp. 12-31) 

  

The Door of the Holy Ka'bah 

In the time of Ibrahim AI-Khalil (peace be upon him), the door of the Holy 
Ka'bah was just a ductless entry. Asa'd Tubba III, one of the Kings of Yemen, 
erected a single-paneled door that could be locked and opened. Quraish added 
a double door. Then it was replaced and often decorated several times through 
history. It had a special key kept by Bani Shaiba and no other people or tribe 
can possess it, as instructed by the Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace be 
upon him). During the reign of King Saud (may his soul rest in peace), the 
present dimensions of the door were established: 318 centimetres high, 171 
centimetres wide. It is elevated 222 centimetres from the floor of Al-
Shadhrwan. (13, 14) 

AI-Mea'jan 

It is a small pit adjacent to the wall of the Holy Ka'bah on the eastern side 
between the Iraqi corner and the door of the Holy Ka'bah. It was said to be the 
site of the location of Abraham's Station. During the reign of Omar IN Al-
Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him), the temporary site of Abraham's 
Station was restored to its original place after the flooding of Umm Nahshal. 
The pit is also the place where the Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace be 
upon him) performed prayer on the day of the conquest of Makkah, after 
leaving the Holy Ka'bah. It is also the place where Gabriel said his prayers. It 
is permanently closed now because people stumbled while performing tawaf 
around the Holy Ka'bah, but its place was marked by a square of marble in 
1377 H. Opposite to it, there is a square piece of marble inscribed in Arabic but 
difficult to read. It is called the pit, the well, AI-Akhsaf and AI-Ghabghab. (13, 
14, v. 4, p. 126) 



The Station of Abraham  
(peace be upon him) 

The Station of Abraham (peace be upon 
him) is considered as one of the appendages of 
the Holy Ka'bah and the Holy Mosque. It is the 
stone on which Abraham (peace be upon him) 
stood while building the Sacred House. His 
footprints are still visible there. This is one of 
Allah's permanent, Divine miracles. It is a 
place of forgiveness of sins for those who say 
their prayers behind it. The Holy Qur'an says 
that it should be taken as a place of prayer. 

  

AI-Shadhrwan 

It is the skirting round the bottom of the wall of the Holy Ka'bah at the 
level of the circumambulation. Its base is rounded in marble on three sides 
except the side of Hijir Ismail (peace be upon him). It is most probably a part 
of the Holy Ka bah. Rings were fixed on it to tie the cloth of the Holy Ka'bah. It 
was first constructed by Abdullah Ibn Al-Zubair (may Allah be pleased with 
them) to strengthen the building and prevent water leakage to the 
foundations. It has been reconstructed and renovated several times. (13, 14) 

Mastabat AI-Hirasah 

This is the dais of the Holy Ka'bah It has been established next to the 
Black Stone, with underground air-conditioning. A guard stands on it to 
oversee people kissing the Black Stone. 

The Support Beams Inside the Holy Ka'bah 

They are the three wooden pillars that support the two ceilings of the Holy 
Ka bah. They were erected by Abdullah IN AI-Zubair (may Allah be pleased 
with them). The diameter of each pillar is about one cubit, and the distance 
between every two pillars is 2.35 metres. 

 

The Pit of the Holy Ka'bah 

The pit is situated to the right of the entrance of the Holy Ka'bah. It was 
three cubits deep. Inside it, Abraham (peace be upon him) deposited all gifts 
given to the Holy Ka'bah. It remained until the era of Abdullah IN Al-Zubair 
(may Allah be pleased with them). It was filled in at that time and the coffer of 
the Holy Ka'bah was transferred to the house of Shaibah Ibn Othman Ibn Abu 
Talha. The coffer was later replaced by hooks and hangers for the gifts to the 
Holy Ka'bah. 



The Index of Some Unusual Anecdotes 
About the Holy Ka'bah 

 

 

• "It is baser than the bargain of Abu Ghabshan." The key of the Holy 
Ka'bah was in the possession of Abu Ghabshan AI-Ghuzaie. He sold it 
to Qusai Ibn Kila for a bottle of liquor. This happened while Abu 
Ghabshan was completely intoxicated with wine. The above saying. "It 
is baser than the bargain of Abu Ghabshan", was said to refer to this 
incident. (I I)  

• Mujahid Ibn Jabr Abu AI-Hajjaj Al-Makki, the Sheikh of Qur'anic 
reciters and interpreters, died in 104 H. He said that, if there was 
anything that people could not do in worshipping, Ibn Zubair did it. It 
happened that flooding completely covered up the Sacred House, and 
due to this people stopped performing tawaf. Ibn AI-Zubair, therefore, 
circurnambulated the Holy Ka'bah swimming. (12)  

• Al-Jalal AI-Siyouti said that, when Al-Mutie Lillah, the ruler of the 
time, bought the Black Stone from Abu Tahir AI-Qarmati, Abdullah Ibn 
Okayym, the narrator, said: "There are two miracles in our stone: it 
floats on water and it does not heat in fire." A stone was brought. It was 
perfumed and covered with silk brocade so as to deceive him.  

• When it was put in water, it sank, and when it was exposed to fire, it 
was about to crack. Another stone was brought and the same thing 
happened to it. Then the Black Stone was brought and when put in 
water, it floated, and when exposed to fire, it did not heat. Abdullah 
then said: "This is our stone." At this, Abu Tahir AI-Qarmati was 
amazed and asked about the source of the information they uttered. 
Abdullah replied that the Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace be 
upon him) was reported to have said: "The Black Stone is the right 
hand of Allah on earth. It comes on the Day of Judgement with a 
tongue to bear witness for those who kissed it with respect or falsity. It 
does not sink in water; it does not heat in fire". Abu Tahir then said, 



"This is a true religion verified by oral and written transmission." (12) 
This, in fact, means that, if the Black Stone is stolen, the thief cannot 
counterfeit it.  

• The property of the Holy Ka'bah is called AI-Abrab (The Lightning). 
Perhaps this may mean that if one encroaches upon this property, one 
should be punished as quickly as lightning. (12)  

• When the workers of Ibn AI-Zubair used crowbars in digging up the 
foundations of the Holy Ka'bah, the House moved and the whole of 
Makkah shook. They found intertwined stones and so they left the 
foundations as they were. (12. 14, v. 3)  

• When Abdullah Ibn AI-Zubair (may Allah be pleased with them) 
completed the construction of the Holy Ka'bah on the 17th of Rajah, 64 
or 65 H., he painted its interior and exterior walls with musk and 
ambergris. He curtained the inside and outside with raw silk and 
spread all remaining stones around it. He performed his Umrah from 
Al-Taniem and asked people to do the same. He asked people to 
slaughter camels, if they could afford it, as charity in praise and 
gratitude to Allah, the Almighty. Makkans still perform this particular 
Umrah in Rajab every year. (12)  

• The first woman to cover the Holy Ka'bah with Kiswah was Umm AI-
Abbas Ibn Abdul Muttalib who vowed to do so if she found her lost 
young son. She made a vow and she fulfilled it when she finally found 
her son. (l2)  

• When Quraish wanted to pull down the Holy Ka'bah in order to rebuild 
it, they were faced by a huge snake exposing its fangs. Allah, the 
Almighty, sent a predatory bird bigger than the eagle which picked up 
the snake with its talons and threw it towards Ajyad. Quraish were then 
able to pull down the Holy Ka'bah. (12, 14, v. 3, p. 133)  

• The time lapse between the construction by Abraham (peace be upon 
him) and the re-construction by Quraish was about 2645 years, and 
between the renovation by Quraish and Abdullah Ibn AI-Zubair (may 
Allah be pleased with them) was 82 years. The time lapse between the 
construction by Ibn AI-Zubair and AI-Hajjaj Ibn Yusuf was 10 years, 
and between the works of AI-Hajjaj Ibn Yusuf and AI-Sultan Murad, 
569 years. The time lapse between the construction by Al-Sultan Murad 
and the comprehensive renovation by the Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques, King Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz was 377 years. (13, 14, v. 3, p.241)  

• When Quraish decided to demolish the Holy Ka'bah and reconstruct it, 
Abu Wahb Ibn Omar Ibn Ayyz Al-Makhzmni, the paternal great-uncle 
of the Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him) picked up one of the 
stones of the Holy Ka'bah. The stone jumped from his hand and 
returned to its original place. At this point, he asked Quraish to utilize 
only good, lawful money in constructing the Holy Ka'bah. So, they 



resolved not to finance the building of the Holy Ka'bah with money 
obtained from prostitution, usury or ill-gotten gains. After this 
agreement they continued pulling down the Holy Ka'bah. (13, 14, v. 3, 
p. 241)  

• Several historical accounts mentioned that, when Quraish demolished 
the Holy Ka'bah, they came across some inscriptions on stones written 
in Syriac. A Jew read these inscriptions to them. On one of the stones, 
the following inscription was found, "I am Allah, the Owner of Bakkah. 
I created it when I created the Heavens and the Earth, the Moon and 
the Sun. I surrounded it with seven true believing Angels. It will never 
vanish until its two mountains vanish. Its Water and Milk will be 
blessed to its inhabitants". (13 - many references consulted)  

• The two horns of the ram which Abraham (peace be upon him) 
slaughtered were hung inside the Holy Ka'bah. When Abdullah Ibn At-
Zubair (may Allah be pleased with them) demolished the Holy Ka'bah 
to rebuild it, the horns disintegrated due to previous damage and age. 
(13)  

• The Hijir is called Al-Hateem for several reasons, one of which was that 
the Arabs used to throw on it the clothes they wore during 
circumambulation and they remained there until the clothes 
decomposed and fell apart. (13)  

• When Abraham (peace be upon him) finished the construction of the 
Holy Ka'bah, Gabriel (peace be upon him) instructed him in all the 
rituals. Then Abraham (peace be upon him) asked people to perform 
pilgrimage because it is a duty mankind owes to Allah. He made those 
in the loins of men and the wombs of women hear His call and those 
unborn responded to Him, all believers, and those destined in the 
knowledge of Allah will perform Hajj until the Day of Resurrection. 
(Here I am O Allah, at Your Service). (13 - Fath AI-Bari)  

• Quraish knew that usury was unlawful long before the time of Islamic 
legislation. On constructing the Holy Ka'bah, they decided not to 
finance the building with money obtained by unlawful means. Because 
they were short of lawful money, they preferred to reduce the building 
area of the Holy Ka'bah.  

• Quraish erected the door of the Holy Ka'bah at such a height that stairs 
were needed for entering the Sacred House. This was intentionally 
made to control entry to it. (13 - Sahih Al-Bukhari)  

• Abraham (peace be upon him) had been directed to the location of the 
Holy Ka'bah by a wind called AISakeena, which was in the form of a 
winged snake.The wind uncovered the original foundation stones of the 
first Sacred House. Abraham and his son (peace be upon them) dug to 
the level of those foundations and then raised the building. (13, 14, v. 3) 
Abraham (peace be upon him) did not fix the door of the Holy Ka'bah 



in the middle of the eastern wall but fixed it close to the corner so that a 
place for supplication might exist between them. (14, v. 3, p. 44)  

• When Al-Hajjaj hit the Holy Ka'bah with stones from the catapults, a 
groan like that of a sick person was heard when the first stone hit it. 
(14, v. 3, p. 172)  

The Index of Some Incidents 

Witnessed by the Holy Ka'bah 

 

 

Many rains flooded the Holy Ka'bah through its long history.  

• The enemies of Islam have tried through the ages and centuries to 
humiliate the Glorified House. Historic accounts mention that the first 
person who attempted to demolish the Holy Ka'bah was Tubba' AI-
Himairi. He intended to transport the stones of the Holy Ka'bah to 
Yemen to distract people away from Makkah and bring the economic 
prosperity and growth to Yemen. Allah, the Almighty, guided him to the 
right path through two men of knowledge. He then held the Holy 
Ka'bah in high esteem, and later covered it in silk. (12)  

• The story of the Companions of the Elephant was mentioned in the 
Holy Qur'an as well as history books. Abraha, the Abyssinian, 
constructed a building exactly like the Kabah in Yemen, called 
AIQulais. He spent huge stuns of money in building it, and tried hard to 
divert people from the Sacred House to his newly-built duplicate. He 
invaded Makkah with a large army, headed by an elephant at the 
charge, intending to destroy the Holy Ka'bah, but Allah, the Almighty, 
made his treacherous plan go astray. He sent against them flocks of 
birds which struck them with stones of baked clay, making the army 
"like green blades devoured"  

• The Holy Ka'bah was burnt down during the Quraish era due to a spark 
that flew from a censer while a woman was perfuming the Holy Ka'bah. 
The spark hit the curtains of the Holy Ka'bah and burnt all the cloaks 



(kiswahs) which were piled one on top of the other, as the new kiswah 
was usually put over the previous old ones. (12)  

• Makkah Al-Mukarramah had the Umm Nahshal flood, due to heavy 
rains, during the time of Omar Ibn AI-Khattab (may Allah be pleased 
with him). The flood swept away Abraham's Station to the bottom of 
Makkah, and its original site was completely wiped out. The Station of 
Abraham (peace be upon him) was then brought back and tied to the 
curtains of the Holy Ka'bah on the eastern side. This incident was 
reported to Omar Ibn AI-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him), who 
came as quickly as possible and restored it to its original place, after 
ascertaining that it was the proper site. He re-inforced its foundations, 
and it is still the Station's present-day site. (12)  

• The Black Stone was removed several times from its place by Jurhum, 
Iyad, Al-Amaliqah, Khuza'a and AI-Qaramita. It was taken back after 
AIQaramita had removed it from its place and kept it with them for a 
long time. This is one of the miracles of the Black Stone. When Abu 
Tahir Suleiman Ibn AI-Hasan AI-Qannati came in the pilgrimage 
season of the year 317 H., he plundered and killed the pilgrims. In 
addition to that, he took the Black Stone with him to AI-Kufa (in Iraq). 
The Stone was bought by AI-Mutie Lillah or AIMuqtadir and was 
restored to its original place in 339 H., forty camels were killed on that 
occasion. The young camel returning it fattened up by just carrying the 
Black Stone. They had taken the Black Stone with the purpose of 
transferring the Holy Ka'bah to Halt. (12, 14, v. 2, p. 313)  

• The worst that happened to the Holy Ka'bah, at the lime of Jahiliyyah, 
was that a man and a woman committed adultery inside it. They were 
called Isaf and Naylah. They were turned into stone and then taken out 
of the Holy Ka'bah, and one of them was put on AI-Safa, the other on 
AI-Marwa. Later they were converted to idols to be worshipped as 
instructed by Amr Ibn Lahi AI-Khuzaic. Qusai later put one of them 
close to the Holy Ka'bah, the other on Zamzam. (14, v. 2, p. 24)  

• The custody of the Ancient House was under the governorship of the 
tribe of Jurhum. When they neglected the service of the Ancient House, 
the tribe of Khuza'a defeated them and took over the custody of the 
Holy Ka'bah.  

• When Quraish demolished the Holy Kabah, to reconstruct it, a dispute 
arose when the building reached the level of the Black Stone. They 
differed on the issue of who was eligible to restore the Black Stone to its 
original place. A civil war was about to break out. Bann Abdul Dar 
brought a bowl full of blood and all of the tribes inserted their hands in 
it, which meant that they had made up their minds to fight one another. 
They were, therefore, called "the Lick of Blood". But Abu Umayya Ibn 
Al-Mugheera Ibn Abdullah [bit Omar Ibn Mkhzum, their elder, asked 
Quraish to agree on the judgement of the first person to conic through 
Bani Shaibah's gate. They all agreed on this suggestion. The first to 
come through this gate was the Messenger of Allah (blessings and 



peace be upon him). This was five years before his mission. He put the 
Black Stone in the middle of a piece of cloth, and asked a representative 
of each tribe to hold one of the edges of the cloth and raise it close to its 
place. Then the Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him) picked it up 
with his own noble hands and restored it to its original place. It was a 
wise. prudent decision that prevented a tierce and destructive civil war.  

• When Quraish would not tolerate the Messenger of Allah (blessings and 
peace be upon him) any longer, they decided to punish him with what 
was basically an economic boycott. They wrote a document which 
called for the boycott of the Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him) 
and all those who supported him and his family. The document was 
hung inside the Holy Ka'bah. This boycott lasted for three years until 
five of the Quraish rejected the boycott question. Abu Talib, the first to 
be boycotted, asked them to re-read the document because there had 
been an error in writing and reading it. When the document was 
brought, they found that white ants had entirely eaten the document 
except for the Name of Allah. So, the boycott was ended, and the Holy 
Ka'bah became the home of the white ants up to this day and age. This 
was an honour given to them.  

• The Holy Ka'bah was struck by catapult fire by AI-Husayn Ibn Numair, 
the leader of the anny of Yazeed Ibn Muawiyah, during the reign of 
Abdullah Ibn AI-Zubair (may Allah be pleased with them). A sequence 
of events led to the total demolition of the Holy Ka'bah in 64 H. Then it 
was fired on again by catapults by AI-Hajjaj Ibn Yusuf AI-Thaqafi at the 
end of Dhul Hijjah, 72 H., during the siege of Ibn AI-Zubair (may Allah 
be pleased with them). (14, v. 3, p. 166)  

• The Holy Ka'bah was burnt down to the ground during the era of 
Abdullah Ibn AI-Zubair (may Allah be pleased with them). He and his 
companions took refuge in the Holy Ka'bah during the siege by Yazeed 
Ibn Muawiyah. One of Ibn AI-Zubair's companions lit a fire, a spark 
flew off and .set alight the kiswah of the Holy Ka'bah. The wooden 
portions only were burnt because during the era of Quraish. the Holy 
Ka'bah was constructed in layers of stone alternating with layers of 
wood. This fire and the stones hurled at the Holy Ka'bah from the 
catapults outside led to its collapse and necessitated its demolition and 
reconstruction. (12)  

• Many rains flooded the Holy Ka'bah through its long history. There 
were about ninety such deluges, which were known by different names, 
such as Umm Nahshal, AI-Jihaf, AI-Makhbal, Ibn Hanzala, Al-
Qanadeel and AI-Khidaiwi, and so on. These downpours were named 
after persons who had died in them or according to the extent of their 
force and destruction. Some were also named after an epidemic that 
prevailed during the time of their occurrence or after the effects they 
made on the Holy Ka'bah. Also some were known by the name of a 
distinguished personality that performed Hajj that year. The average 
time lapse between every flooding was about thirty years. (l4, v. 2, p. 
200)  



• The Black Stone was torn apart at the end of Muharram, 1351 H. A man 
from Afghanistan pulled out a piece of the Black Stone and stole a piece 
of the curtain of the Holy Ka'bah. He was sentenced to death as a 
penalty. On 28th Rabic AI-Thani, 1351 H., King Abdul Aziz AI-Saud 
restored this piece of the Stone to its former place with a special 
adhesive paste. This was done in the presence of a group of residents 
and scholars. (13, 14, v. 2, p. 315).  

• Al-Bukhari, Muslim and AI-Nisai reported, on the authority of Abu 
Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him), that the Holy Ka'bah will be 
destroyed by Dhul Suwaiqatain towards the end of human existence. 
Abroad and others related this on the authority of Ibn Omar (may Allah 
be pleased with them). It was also added that he would plunder its 
ornaments and steal its kiswah. "It is like I am seeing him in front of 
me bald. and he is striking the Holy Ka'bah with his mattock or spade". 
(14, v. 3, p. 244).  

The Index of the Hangings in the Holy 
Ka'bah 

 

 

• The hangings of the Holy Ka'bah are anything that are hung inside it on 
its walls, or the hooks that are fixed on its three pillars and in between. 
They may also be in goods or in the form of written documents.  

• The caliphs, princes and wealthy people used to send gifts in kind to the 
Holy Ka'bah. These gifts were hung inside it and became its property. 
These included utensils made of gold and silver, plates inlaid with 
sapphires and pearls, jewels, precious stones, and so forth. (l2)  

• The Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace be upon him) kept all the 
belongings in the Holy Ka'bah except the pictures and statues. (14)  

The Written Documents Hung on the 
Holy Ka'bah 



 

 

Pligrims at the Holy Ka' bah door  

• The unjust, malicious document, concerning the boycott against the 
Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace be upon him), and Bani 
Hashim in the seventh year of the noble mission of the Prophethood, 
remained hung inside the Holy Ka'bah for three years until it was eaten 
up by the white ants, putting an end to the boycott.  

• The seven, eight or ten complete poems, which were hung inside the 
Holy Ka'bah, were selected from among the best Arabic poetry. They 
were hung inside the Holy Ka'bah as an expression of their literary 
value, also with the hope of inculcating the minds of the young and old 
and of the works of these poets becoming immortalised.  

• The green document of Al-Safah. Pledges of allegiance to some rulers.  

• The pledge of allegiance to Al-Mu'tamad by his two sons to rule after 
him.  

• The pledge of allegiance to Al-Rasheed by his two sons AI-Amin and Al-
Mamoun.  

• All these documents were taken away. (14, v. 4, p. 146)  

• The memorial plates that immortalised the noble deeds of some 
caliphs, princes and kings in the construction and renovation of the 
Holy Ka'bah. The last was the plate that documented the 
comprehensive renovation of the Holy Ka'bah by the Custodian of the 
Two Holy Mosques in 1416 H.  

The List of the Ornaments of the Holy 

Ka'bah 



 

 

The Holy Ka'bah during Kiswah repairing  

• The ornaments of the Holy Ka'bah include all forms. of the 
beautification and decoration of the interior and exterior of the Holy 
Ka'bah.  

• Abdul Muttalib, the grandfather of the Prophet (blessings and peace be 
upon him) was the first to decorate the Holy Ka'bah with the two 
gazelles which he came across while digging up Zamzam. He also 
decorated the door of the Holy Ka'bah with the weapons which he 
found with the two gazelles. (12)  

• It was then decorated by AI-Waleed Ibn Abdul Malik, Abdullah Ibn Al-
Zubair (may Allah be pleased with them), Al-Amin, the Abbasid Caliph, 
AI-Mutawakil, AI-Mu'tadid, AI-Muqtadir and many others. The last of 
them were Kings Abdul Aziz, Saud, Faisal, Khalid (may their souls rest 
in peace), and the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques (may Allah 
grant him success). (14, v. 3, p. 53)  

• The decoration of the Holy Ka'bah includes embellishing some of its 
parts with gold and silver, such as the interior corners, the waterspout, 
the door, the interior pillars and the lock.  

• Examples of its ornaments include the two golden gazelles and the 
inlaid weapons accompanying them, jewels, crescents, rare bottles, 
sapphires, pearls, chrysolites, silver crowns, locks, diamonds, pearl 
strands, lamps, wooden pieces, crystals, brass, glass and bejewelled 
candles. (l4)  

• Many of the gifts to the Holy Ka'bah and much of its decoration were 
subject to loss due to previous torrential floods, demolition and attacks. 
Nowadays the situation is different and all the properties of the Holy 
Ka'bah are secure and safe.  



The Index of the Custody of the Holy 
Ka'bah 

 

• Gatekeeping and custody are synonymous. It is 
a service of the Sacred House, opening and 
locking its doors. This was bestowed on Tasm, a 
tribe of Aad before Quraish. It passed to 
Khuza'a, then Qusai, who gave it to his son 
Abdul Dar, who handed it over to his son 
Othman. It shifted from one person to another 
until it rested with their nephew Shaiba. It is 
still inherited by their ancestors up to the 
present day. The Prophet (blessings and peace 
be upon him) handed the key to Bani Shaiba in' 
the year of the conquest of Makkah AI-
Mukarramah, and said, "Take it, O Bani Talha, 
eternally up to the Day of Resurrection, and it 
will not be taken from you unless by an unjust, 
oppressive tyrant". (12)  

  

A picture of one of the custodians of the Holy 
Ka'bah. It has been taken from 'bleeder atlas'.  

 

The Perfuming of the Holy Ka'bah 

 

 

Men on the roof of the Holy Ka'bah  

• Perfuming and incensing the Holy Ka'bah is an old practice ever since 
the pre-Islamic era. The Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace be 



upon him) acknowledged this. Sometimes the entire building was 
perfumed. (14)  

• During the reign of Muawiyah (may Allah be pleased with him), the 
Holy Ka'bah was perfumed after every prayer. During the era of lbn AI-
Zubair (may Allah be pleased with them), it was incensed daily and 
especially on Fridays. After he had completed the building of the Holy 
Ka'bah, he covered its interior and exterior with incense and perfumes. 
AI-Mahdi, the Abbasid Caliph. anointed its interior and exterior with a 
mixture of musk and ambergris. People then continued in perfuming 
and incensing it. (12)  

• Scholars consider perfuming the Holy Ka'bah as a sort of sanctity which 
Allah, the Almighty, instructed in the following Qur'anic verse: "And 
sanctify My House for those who compass if round, Or stand 
up, or bow, or prostrate themselves (Therein in prayer)" 
(22:26)  

 

 

 

 

The Index of the Kiswahs of the Holy 

Ka'bah 

 

 

Kiswash is the cloth fabric of Holy Ka'bah  



• The first person who partially covered the Holy Ka'bah with a kiswah 
was Ismail (peace be upon him). Tubba' AI-Himairi fully covered it 
with kiswah. During AI-Jahiliyyah period, the kiswah was made of 
various fabrics, such as hair cloaks, animal hides, mats, red Yemeni 
cloaks, silk, Egyptian fabrics (gubati), Iraqi material, black, red, white, 
yellow and green silk brocades. (12)  

• During AI-Jahiliyyah period, the kiswahs of the Holy Ka'bah were put 
one on top of the other, the new one over the old one. (12)  

• The Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace be upon him) covered the 
Holy Ka'bah in Yemeni cloaks. Then it was furnished with kiswah by 
Abu Bakr AI-Siddiq, Omar, Othman, Muawiyah and ][in AI-Zuhair 
(may Allah be pleased with them all). Over the years, others provided 
the Holy Ka'bah with kiswahs until its present design was formalized 
during the era of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.  

• Adnan, the paternal forefather, of twenty generations, of the Prophet 
(blessings and peace be upon him), covered the Holy Ka'bah with a 
kiswah, and so did Khalid Ibn Ja'far lbn Kilab.  

• The Holy Ka'bah used to be re-covered at any time and especially when 
the old kiswah was torn. Sometimes the Holy Ka'bah was provided with 
a new kiswah Iwo or three times a year. Later it became customary to 
re-cover the Holy Ka'bah with a kiswah on A'shura the first of Rajah, 
the 27th of Ramadan, the eighth of Dhul Hijjah (Tarwiyah) and the first 
day of Eid AI-Adha.  

• After the sixth century Hijrah, the Holy Ka'bah was covered with a 
kiswah once a year. (14, v. 4, p. 257)  

• The Ihram of the Holy Ka'bah is putting a white covering around it 
from the top to a point a bit higher than the Black Stone. This 
procedure goes back to the time of AI-Mmnoon. When the Holy Ka'bah 
is enclosed in its Ihram people say that the Holy Ka'bah is in a state of 
consecration. The Ihram of the Holy Ka'bah indicates that it is the 
seventh of Dhul Hijjah, therefore fixing the day of Arafat The Ihram of 
the Holy Ka'bah includes washing it with Zamzarn water and incensing 
it early on the morning of the seventh of Dhul Hijjah. (14. v. 4. p. 257)  

• It was not a customary practice to cover Hijir Ismail (peace be upon 
him) with a kiswah. It was covered with kiswah once during the reign of 
AI-Sultan Jaqmaq, the Circassian, who sent two kiswahs, like that of 
the Holy Ka'bah. One was put inside the Hijir, the other outside it. This 
was in 853 H. (14, v. 3, p. 114)  

Some Miscellaneous Facts About the 
Holy Ka'bah 



 

• Most, if not all, Prophets performed Hajj. Before the construction of the 
Holy Ka'bah by Abraham (peace be upon him), they went to the site of 
the Holy Ka'bah which was known to them. It was a high rock which 
had been partly eroded by heavy rains. (13)  

• Makkah AI-Mukarramah and the Sacred House were sanctified when 
Allah created the heavens and the earth. This will continue to be so 
until the Day of Resurrection. (13)  

• In the beginning, during the circumambulation, the Angels say, "Glory 
be to Allah, praise be to Allah, there is no god but Allah". Adam (peace 
be upon him) added to this, "There is no power or strength except in 
Allah". But Abraham (peace be upon him) added: "The All-Powerful, 
the Most Exalted". The statement "Allah is Great" was also added. The 
whole statement for Tawaf now is "Glory be to Allah, praise be to Allah, 
there is no god but Allah. Allah is great, and there is no power or 
strength except in Allah". (14, v. 3, p. 11).  

• Abraham and Ismail (peace be upon them) used to mention the 
following Qur'anic verse as they were constructing the Holy Ka'bah: " 
Our Lord! Accept (this service) from us: for you are the All-Hearing, 
The All-Knowing." (2:127)  

• The Holy Ka'bah was never opened at night either during the pre-
Islamic period or the Islamic era, since the time that a door which could 
be locked was fitted. (14, v. 3, p. 109)  

• The noblest shade on earth is that of the Holy Ka'bah.  

• It is certain that the earth emanated from the centre of the Holy 
Ka'bah, and it is, therefore, the centre of the planet. (11, p. 18)  

• Directly above the Holy Ka'bah, at its zenith, there is the duplicate of 
the Most-Frequented House, in heaven. It is visited by seventy 
thousand angels daily, then they leave and cannot return until the Day 
of Judgement. The Most-Frequented House is below the Throne of 
Allah, and those who circumambulate the Holy Ka'bah are under the 
shade of that Throne. (11, 13, 14, v. 3, p. 11) The Sacred House is blessed 



and full of good, and those who perform Hajj or Umrah or visit it are 
granted endless reward.  

• The Sacred House contains very clear miracles with meaningful 
symbols, such as the deep impressions of Abrahams feet in stone at his 
station. This indicates that Allah, the Almighty, enables His worshipper 
to overcome any obstacle if he is a true believer. The Black Stone has 
always been returned to its place in spite of the fact that it was subject 
to ravaging and plundering through the ages. The Holy Ka'bah stood 
and still stands in its place, and is glorified by visitors. Anybody who 
tries to do harm to it is severely punished by Allah, the Almighty.  

• The Holy Ka'bah is called so because of its cube shape and its being 
isolated from the other dwelling houses. It is called the Sacred House 
because of its sanctity and also because the pursuit of its land game and 
the cutting of its grass and trees are completely prohibited. It is also 
called the Ancient House because it is very old, dignified and holy. 
Sincere visitors to it are freed from going to Hell on the Day of 
Resurrection. (12)  

• The Holy Ka'bah is washed twice a year in the middle of Sha ban and on 
the seventh of Dhul Hijjah. (14, v. 5, p. 45).  

• When the Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace be upon him) 
stepped into the Holy Kabah on the day of the Makkah conquest, there 
were 360 idols fixed around it with melted lead. The Prophet (blessings 
and peace be upon him) was holding a stick while circurnambulating it 
and said: Truth has (now) arrived, and falsehood perished: for 
falsehood is (by its nature) bound to perish ) (17:81) As he pointed at 
each of these idols with his stick, they fell backwards. (14, v. 2, p. 24)  

• The building of the Holy Ka'bah was seen in the era of Noah (peace be 
upon him), but its landmarks vanished during the deluge. (14, v. 3, p. 
12)  

• Some scholars maintain that looking at the Holy Ka'bah is a kind of 
worship. It is without a doubt that looking at the Holy Ka'bah in 
contemplation and reflection indicates a living worship.  

• The foundation stones of the Ancient House werdescribed in history 
books as Khulufat, one overlapping the other. Khulufat are the camels 
in the wombs of their mothers.  

• When the Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace be upon him) 
arrived at Makkah on the day of victory, he circurnambulated seven 
times on his she-camel and touched the Black Stone with his crooked 
stick. He asked Othman Ibn Talha to open the door of the Holy Ka'bah. 
The Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him) entered the Holy 
Ka'bah accompanied by Osama Ibn Zaid, Bilal and Othman Ibn Talha. 
He closed the door, performed prayer, stayed for some time and then 



went out. He did the same on the second day. It was said that the 
Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him) entered the Holy Ka'bah 
twice, once during the Qadiyah Umrah and again during his farewell 
Hajj. (14, v. 1, p. 280)  

• The places where the Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace be upon 
him) performed his prayers in the Holy Ka'bah and around it are: 
inside the Holy Ka'bah, opposite the door towards the western wall, at a 
distance of three cubits, behind Abraham's Station, opposite the Black 
Stone, close to the Shami corner at the door of the Holy Ka'bah 
opposite the north-western corner towards the Hijir, between the two 
corners of Hijir Ismail (peace be upon him) and between the Yemeni 
corner and the Black Stone. (11)  

• The tribes of Al-Amaliqah and Jurhum lived in Makkah AI-
Mukarramah at the same time. They were always in conflict and fought 
against each other on the issue of who had the authority to offer 
services to the Holy Ka'bah. (13)  

• The Holy Ka'bah was re-constructed in the era of Quraish by lawful 
gains only, collected from contributions. The concept of co-operation 
and collecting money by contributions is, therefore, a very ancient idea.  

• Men and women worked together in constructing the Holy Ka'bah 
during the Quraishi time. Men carried the stones while women carried 
the mortar.  

The First House Appointed for Mankind 

 

 

Pilgrims near the gate of the Holy Ka'bah  

This is not an historic account to exchange views on, but a Qur'anic verse. 
To believe in it is faith, to disbelieve in it is atheism. It is stated by Allah Who 
said "And Whose word can be truer than Allah's?"  



I have mentioned all this to draw the attention of those who maintain that 
the first house of worship appointed for mankind was Jerusalem, and the first 
house set up on earth was AI-Ka'bah. Those people consider history more 
valid than what Allah has said. They try to reconcile the Qur'anic verse and the 
historical version as if they were equivalent texts in their source and status. 
But Allah, the Almighty, says: 

"The first House (of worship) established for mankind was 
that at Bakkah: full of blessing and of guidance for all the worlds. 
In it are Signs Manifest; The Station of Abraham; whoever enters 
it attains security." ( 3: 96-97) 

This Qur'anic verse means that it is the first house set up on earth for all 
people. Accordingly, it might have been built by the Angels or by Adam (peace 
be upon him) when he descended to earth. It also means that it was the first 
house of worship appointed for people after Adam's descent to earth and after 
the emergence of dwelling and other worshipping houses, and remained so, 
after. 

It is said that Abraham (peace be upon him) was the first who built the 
House, and this is mentioned in the Holy Qur'an. Allah. the Glorified, says: 
"And remember Abraham and Ismail raised the foundations of the 
House." This Qur'anic verse has two meanings. First, it means that Abraham 
(peace be upon him) was the first who built the House, but this is in 
contradiction with the previously quoted Qur'anic verse: 

"The first House (for worship) established for mankind was that 
at Bakkah; full of blessing And of guidance For all the worlds." 

This contradiction arises from the fact that there were previous dwelling 
and worshipping houses, and also Prophets and Messengers before the 
mission of Abraham (peace be upon him). But this can be refuted by saying 
that those houses, whether for worship or habitation, belonged to individuals 
or nations or communities. But the building by Abraham (peace be upon him) 
was the first building specifically appointed for all humanity, and this is 
poignantly brought out in the Holy Qur'an. Allah, the Supreme, says: "And 
proclaim the Pilgrimage among men: they will come to thee on 
foot". This means that he did not call a particular nation or sect, but he called 
the whole human race. 

Secondly, the Qur'anic verse means that the House was built before the 
mission of Abraham (peace be upon him). It was demolished but its 
foundations remained. Abraham and his son Ismail (peace be upon them) re-
raised the foundations so that the building might appear conspicuous with its 
walls, as it had been before. 

The Builders of the Holy Ka'bah 

 



 

 

Prilgrims holding the threshold of the Holy Ka'bah's door  

History books mention eleven builders who rebuilt the Sacred House. 
Some of these views are presumptive while others are indisputable. But 
among those who were mentioned to have built the Holy Ka'bah are the 
following:  

1. The Angels (peace be upon them).  
2. Adam (peace be upon him). It was said that it was built by Adam (peace 

be upon him) assisted by the Angels (peace be upon them).  
3. Seth Ibn Adam (peace be upon them).  
4. Abraham in collaboration with his son Ismail (peace be upon them).  
5. AI-Amaliqah.  
6. Jurhum.  
7. Qusai, the fourth grandfather of Prophet Muhammad (blessings and 

peace be upon him).  
8. Quraish. Prophet Muhammad (blessings and peace be upon him) was 

present during this construction and participated, five years before his 
mission, by carrying the stones with the help of his uncle AI-Abbas to 
the site of the building. He also played a wise role in settling who was 
eligible to put the Black Stone in its place.  

9. Abdullah lbn Al-Zubair (may Allah be pleased with them) in the year 65 
H. This was after the siege of AI-Husayn Ibn Numair, who came with 
his army on behalf of Yazeed Ibn Muawiyah to wage war against lbn AI-
Zubair. He attacked the Holy Ka'bah with catapults, causing its walls to 
collapse and burn. This necessitated its complete demolition and 
reconstruction after the withdrawal of Al-Husayn and his army.  

10. AI-Hajjaj in the year 74 H. In fact, the construction by AI-Hajjaj is not 
considered as a comprehensive addition as it was only the demolition of 
the additions made by Ibn AI-Zubair.  

11. The Ottoman Sultan, Murad Khan, in the year 1040 H., after most of 
the sides of the Holy Ka'bah were destroyed as a consequence of heavy 
rains and torrents which flooded Makkah on the afternoon and evening 
of Thursday 20th Sha'ban, 1039 H.  



Those were the builders of the Holy Ka'bah 
through history. The main aim and objective of 
writing this record is to shed light on the 
architectural setup in the history of the Holy 
Ka'bah. As previously mentioned, some of the views 
are presumptive. Our statement is confined to the 
concise summing up of the history of the 
construction of the Holy Ka'bah which is 
historically and lawfully valid. This includes the 
building by Abraham, in collaboration with his son 
Ismail (peace be upon them), and the building by 
Quraish to which Prophet Muhammad (blessings 
and peace be upon him) contributed when he was 
thirtyfive years old. Add to this, the building by 
Abdullah Ibn Al-Zubair, and the demolition of 
those additions by Al-Hajjaj Ibn Yusuf Al-Thaqafi, 
and the building by the Ottoman Sultan, Murad 
Khan in 1040 H. This leads us up to the subject of 
this great, historical record which is the complete 
and comprehensive renovations of the edifice of the 
Holy Ka'bah made by the Custodian of the Two 
Holy Mosques. May Allah prolong his life and 
bestow upon him good health and success in all his 
future endeavours. 

The Builders of the 
Holy Ka'bah : Poetry  

 

The Construction of the Holy Ka'bah by 

Abraham  
(AI-Khalil) and His Son Ismail (peace be 

upon them) 

 

 

Allah, the Almighty, says: 

And remember Abraham and Ismail raised the foundations of the 
House (With this prayer); "Our Lord! Accept (this service) from us 
for You are the All-hearing, the All-knowing. Our Lord! Make of us 
Muslims, bowing to Your (Will). And of our progeny a people 
Muslim, bowing to Your (Will); and show us our places for the 
celebration of (due) rites; and turn unto us (in Mercy); for You are 
the Oft-Returning, Most Merciful. Our Lord! Send amongst them a 
Messenger of their own who shall rehearse Your Signs to them 
and instruct them in scripture and wisdom and sanctify them: for 
You are the Exalted in Might, the Wise. (2:127-129) 



The right figure demonstrates the 
structural sketch of the Holy Ka'bah 
constructed by Abraham (peace be 
upon him), as conceived by Al-Sheikh 
Muhammad Tahir Kurdi (may his soul 
rest in peace). 

 

In the above-quoted Qur'anic verses, Allah, the Almighty, describes the 
situation of Abraham and his son Ismail (peace be upon them) while building 
the Sacred House. They were delighted and gratified with the task assigned to 
them, hoping that Allah, the Almighty, might accept from them this service, 
and bestow a blessing upon them and their progeny. Allah, the Supreme, 
instructed Abraham (peace be upon him) to build the Sacred House after 
pinpointing its site. Abraham (peace be upon him) executed the Divine Order 
with great love and joy. He was assisted in this honourable task by his son 
Ismail (peace be upon them). They completed the building in the following 
architectural form: 

Abraham (peace be upon him) built the Holy Ka'bah with stones, and it 
was nine cubits high. Its length on the eastern side, the side of the present 
door from the corner of the Black Stone to the northeastern corner was thirty-
two cubits. Opposite this, on the western side, between the Yemeni corner and 
the northwestern corner, the wall was thirty-one cubits. The southern side, 
from the Black Stone to the Yemeni comer, was twenty cubits . The northern 
side, facing Hijir Ismail (peace be upon him) was twenty-two cubits. He set up 
two opposing doors, one of them lay on the eastern side near the Black Stone, 
the other was on the western side near the Yemeni comer, similar to the 
eastern door. He dug a hole three cubits deep on the right side of the Black 
Stone door as a coffer for the properties and gifts of the Holy Ka'bah. He built 
it without a ceiling and doors that could be locked up and opened.  

The building was in the form of rows of stones one above the other without 
any adhesive substance. This type of building without mortar is called 'radhm'. 
Abraham (peace be upon him) made two corners for the Sacred House, the 
Black Stone corner and the Yemeni corner. He did not make comers on the 
eastern side, but built it in a curve. He established on the side of the Sacred 
House a shed in keeping with the curve of the wall of the Sacred House 
opposite to it. This shed was used to shelter the sheep of Ismail (peace be 
upon him). 

 The Construction of the Holy Ka'bah by 

Quraish 



During the era of the Quraish, the Holy Ka'bah was built with rows of 
stones, and its door was on the ground. There was no ceiling, and the kiswah 
hung down on the exterior of the wall and was tied from the top of the interior 
walls of the Holy Ka'bah. Inside it, there was a pit where donations were 
stored. The two homs of the ram slaughtered by Abraham (peace be upon 
him) were hung on the inner walls of the Holy Ka'bah. While a Quraishi 
woman was perfuming it, an incense spark burnt the kiswah and the walls 
collapsed.  

The right figure represents the sketch 
of the Holy Ka'bah constructed by 
Quraish, as conceived by the 
Calligrapher AI-Sheikh Muhammad 
Tahir AI-Kurdi. 

 

This was made worse by the torrential rains which followed. Then Quraish 
thought of pulling down the Holy Ka'bah and rebuilding it. They came to know 
that a Roman ship was wrecked at AI-Shua iba, Makkah Al-Mukarramah's 
port. AI-Waleed lbn AIMugheera accompanied by some Quraishites went to 
the port and purchased the wood of the ship. They made a contract with a 
carpenter named Baqum who happened to be one of the passengers of the 
ship, to rebuild the Holy Ka'bah with them in the Shami style. They decided 
not to finance the building of the Holy Ka'bah with money obtained by usury, 
gambling, the fee of prostitutes or money obtained by illegal or unjust means, 
for Allah is Good and He accepts only that which is good. When they disagreed 
on distributing the duties of demolishing and rebuilding of the Holy Ka'bah 
amongst the tribes, they divided the House into four parts, and each part was 
further divided into four sectors. Each tribe or group of tribes was assigned a 
specific part.  

Women contributed to the building; men carried the stones while women 
carried the mortar. They collected the ornaments, money, and the belongings 
inside the Holy Ka'bah and kept them with Abu Talha lbn Abdullah lbn Abdul 
Uzza Ibn Othman Ibn Abdul Dar lbn Qusai. They took Hubal out of the Holy 
Ka'bah and erected it at Abraham's Station. Allah's Messenger (blessings and 
peace be upon him) carried the stones with them when he was thirty-five years 
of age. The demolition was completed down to the foundations, but when they 
started using iron bars. Makkah's mountains shook and trembled, so they did 
not go further. 

The rebuilding of the Holy Ka'bah then started, but when it reached the 
stage of laying the Black Stone at its position, there was a quarrel over who 
was to have the honour of restoring it to its place. This dispute was on the 



verge of causing a civil war. At this point, Abu Ummayya Hudhaifa 16n AI-
Mugheera AI-Makhzumi suggested that they should agree upon the 
judgement of the first person coming through the door of Bani Shaiba.  

The first to come was the Messenger of Peace, the man most renowned for 
honesty in all of Makkah, Muhammad (blessings and peace be upon him). He 
put the Black Stone in the middle of a piece of cloth, anti asked a 
representative of each tribe to hold one of the edges of the cloth and raise it 
close to its place. Then the Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him) picked 
up the Black Stone with his noble hands and restored it to its place. 
Afterwards, they built to the height of four cubits and one hand span. At that 
point, they filled up the interior of the Holy Ka'bah with earth. Then they set 
up a door at this point, and resumed building by laying a layer of wood 
followed by a layer of stones. They increased its height from nine cubits to 
eighteen, and roofed it over. Inside, they erected six columns to support its 
ceiling, in two rows, each row was formed of three pillars from the Shami side 
to the Yemeni side. It consisted of fifteen strata of wood and sixteen layers of 
stones. The waterspout was made to pour into Hijir Ismail. They also made 
wooden stairs inside the Holy Ka'bah, in the Shami corner at the same side of 
the door wall, leading to its roof.  

The ceiling, the interior walls and the pillarswere decorated. The Prophets' 
portraits were fixed to the pillars, and the portrait of Abraham (peace be upon 
him) stood there in the form of an old man divining by arrows. The portraits 
of the Angels (peace be upon them) and the pictures of trees were fitted to the 
pillars.The portrait of Mary (peace be upon her) was fixed there with Jesus 
(peace be upon him) sitting on her lap. They erected one door that could be 
locked up and opened. And after they had finished building the Holy Ka'bah, 
they restored the money to the pit, and hung on it ornaments and the two 
horns of the ram. The pit was restored to its original position, and Hubal was 
erected on the top of it, as it had stood there before. After the building had 
been completed, the Holy Ka'bah was covered in Yemeni cloaks. 

The Construction of the Holy Ka'bah by 

Ibn Al-Zubair 

When Yazeed Ibn Muawiyah sent AI-Husayn Ibn Numair with his army to 
Makkah AI-Mukarramah to fight Ibn Al-Zubair, he subjugated the whole of 
Makkah AI-Mukarramah except the Holy Mosque. Ibn AI-Zubair and his 
companions took refuge in the Holy Mosque, and built shelters with reed 
stalks round the Holy Ka'bah, and also wooden structures to protect them 
from the heat of the sun and from the stones hurled from the catapults 
outside. 



The building of Ibn Al-Zubair. 

The right figure was designed by the 
calligrapher Al-Sheikh Muhammad 
Tahir AI-Kurdi. 

 

AI-Husayn Ibn Numair erected catapults at the top of Mount Abu Qubais 
and Mount Qa'iqan to throw stones at the Holy Ka'bah. The kiswah was torn 
to pieces and the stones of the Holy Ka'bah began to shake. One of Ibn Al-
Zubair's companions lit a fire, and a spark flew off and set alight the Holy 
Ka'bah. At that time the Holy Ka'bah was built in the Quraishistyle. a layer of 
wood followed by a layer of stone. This took place on the evening of Saturday, 
the third of Rabic AI-Awwal, 64 H. The stones of the Holy Ka'bah scattered far 
and wide. to the extent that small stones flew under the feet of the birds and 
pigeons that had flown in the direction of the walls of the Holy Ka'bah.  

When the news of the death of Yazeed Ibn Muawiyah arrived, AI-Husayan 
ended the siege and left Makkah with his army on the fifth of Rabic AI-Thani 
in the same year. It was then inevitable that the Holy Kabah had to be pulled 
down and rebuilt. Ibn AI-Zubair consulted wise and experienced people 
concerning this problem. He finally decided to demolish and rebuild the Holy 
Ka'bah. He reconstructed it on the foundations of Abraham (peace be upon 
him), thus fulfilling what Prophet Muhammad (blessings and peace be upon 
him) had hoped for. He collected the stones from the same mountains from 
which Quraish had built the Holy Ka'bah, Hira, Thabeer, AI-Muqatta, AI-
Khandamah, Halhala, Ka'bah and Mardalla. 

When lbn AI-Zubair prepared all of the building materials, he took the 
ornaments and other things from the inside of the Holy Ka'bah and put them 
at the house of Shaiba Ibn Othman till he finished the building. Ibn Al-Zubair 
was the first person on top of the building, and he himself started demolishing 
it on Saturday, 15th Jumada AI-Thani, in the year 65 H. People followed him, 
and the building was completely demolished by midday. lbn AI-Zubair then 
picked up the Black Stone, wrapped it in silk, put it in a casket, sealed it and 
took it to Dar AI-Nadwah for safekeeping. He set up pieces of timber, wrapped 
in cloth, around the Holy Ka'bah, for people to circumambulate. 

When the foundations of the Sacred House were excavated, it was 
discovered that it was six cubits and a hand span inside Hip Ismail. The base 
stones were intertwined. Changing the site of Hijir Ismail necessitated the 
removal of all the foundations and corners. Ibn AI-Zubair then summoned 
fifty notable citizens to witness that he had based the building on the original 
foundations of Abraham (peace be upon him). He set up the eastern door of 



the Holy Ka'bah one base higher than AI-Shadhrwan which is on the ground, 
and the western door was parallel to the eastern door at the back of the Holy 
Ka'bah and opposite to it. When the building reached the site of the corner, 
the Black Stone was put in its place unobtrusively.  

He increased the height of the Holy Ka'bah to twenty-seven cubits and the 
width of the wall by two cubits. He put in three pillars in one row to support 
the ceiling from north to south, and he built the ceiling of the Holy Ka'bah 
with marble brought from Sana'a. He made two leaves for the door of the Holy 
Ka'bah instead of one. The height of the door was eleven cubits. He built a zig-
zagged staircase made of wood inside the Holy Ka'bah at the Shami corner. 
These stairs led to the roof on which a waterspout pouring into Hijir Ismail 
was fitted. After he had completed the building, he perfumed the interior of 
the Holy Ka'bah with ambergris and musk. He painted the exterior wall with 
musk from top to bottom and screened it with silk curtains. There remained 
some stones which he spread ten cubits around the Sacred House. The 
building was completed on the 17th of Rajah, in the year 65 H. On this 
occasion, he encouraged people to perform Umrah from Al-Taniem in 
gratitude and thanksgiving to Allah, the Almighty.  

He also encouraged them to slaughter, if they could afford it, as almsgiving 
for Allah's kindness and generosity. Ibn AI-Zubair and his companions then 
put on their ihrams and commenced their Umrah from a hill in front of 
A'isha's mosque. He slaughtered a number of camels as charity in praise and 
gratitude to Allah, the Almighty. Makkans then started to perform 'Umrah' 
annually on this very day. 

The Construction of the Holy Ka'bah by 
Al-Hajjaj 

Considering the architectural contribution of AI-Hajjaj to the building of 
the Holy Ka'bah as a comprehensive, independent work is an exaggeration 
and an error committed by historians. In fact, he did not contribute to the 
building of the Holy Ka'bah, but demolished parts of the additions made by 
Ibn AtZubair. 



The building of Ibn Al-Hajjaj. 

The right figure was designed by the 
calligrapher Al-Sheikh Muhammad 
Tahir AI-Kurdi. 

 

In the year 74 H., AI-Hajjaj wrote to Abdul Malik Ibn Marwan that Abu 
Khubaib Abdullah lbn At-Zubair had made additions to the building of the 
Holy Ka'bah, and fixed another door. Abdul Malik instructed AI-Hajjaj to 
close down the western door added by Ibn Al-Zubair, and also to pull down 
what had been added to the Hijir. Al-Hajjaj was further commanded to spread 
out the surplus stones on the floor as had been done during the Prophet's 
time. He demolished six cubits and a hand span on the side of AI-Hijir, and 
built it on the foundations of Quraish. He spread the floor with the remaining 
stones, and closed the western door at the back of the Holy Ka'bah. He 
removed the part under the threshold of the eastern door which was four 
cubits and one hand span high. He left the rest of the building as it was, but he 
added a wall in the Hijir. He closed down the west door at the back of the Holy 
Ka'bah and raised the eastern door to its former position under Quraish. All 
this was built by AI-Hajjaj in addition to the staircase inside the Holy Ka'bah 
and the two present doors. 

The time lapse between the building by Quraish and the building by Ibn 
AI-Zubair was eighty years. The work done by Ibn Al-Zubair was nine or ten 
years before that of Al-Hajjaj. The Holy Ka'bah remained as it was ever since 
AI-Hajjaj demolished the part of the Hijir added by Ibn AI-Zubair, closed its 
western door and raised the eastern door, up to the year 1039 H. This meant 
that the Holy Ka'bah was not subject to any destruction or ruin for nine 
hundred, sixty-six years, except for some slight maintenance. 

In 1039 H., unprecedented rains flooded the Holy Mosque and led to the 
collapse of most of the Sacred House. Then followed the eleventh 
reconstruction by the Ottoman Sultan, Murad Khan, in 1040 H. 

The Construction of the Holy Ka'bah 

by Sultan Murad Khan 



 

 

Rains flooded the Holy Mosque and led to the collapse of most of the Sacred 
House.  

On Wednesday, 19th Sha'ban, 1039 H., a heavy rain fell on Makkah Al-
Mukarramah and continued up till Thursday evening. This caused torrential 
flooding, never before seen in Makkah. The Holy Mosque was heavily affected 
by the rains up to the middle of the wall of the Holy Ka'bah and consequently 
the walls collapsed one after the other. This happened during the reign of Al-
Shareef Masaud Ibn ldrees Ibn Hasan, Amir of Makkah. Necessary steps were 
taken to collect the properties of the Holy Ka'bah, put them in a safe place, as 
well as cleaning up the Holy Mosque. Learned and influential people held a 
meeting to look into the question of what to do for the rebuilding of the Holy 
Ka'bah and it was decided that they should write to Sultan Murad Khan. Then 
they fitted a wooden screen around the Holy Ka'bah six cubits wide. 

Picture on the left : Sultan Murad Khan II 

  

There arrived at Jeddah a ship laden with all 
the equipment required for the rebuilding of the 
Holy Kabah. The work started towards the end of 
Jumad Al-Awwal, 1040 H. It was done as it was 
during the period of AI-Hajjaj. The layout, 
progress and history of the building might be 
summarized in the following points: 

1. Sultan Murad rebuilt the Holy Ka'bah as it was constructed at the time 
of AI-Hajjaj without any additions or reductions.  

2. If we take the date of the building from the time of demolishing the 
remainder of its rubble, then it would be Saturday, the end of Jumad 
Al-Awwal, 1040 H. But if we start from the laying of the first 
foundation of the building, it would be on Sunday 23rd Jumad AI-
Thani,1040 H. The complete construction of the Holy Ka'bah was on 
the second of Dhul Hijah, 1040 H. This was the last extant 
reconstruction of the Holy Ka'bah until the recent comprehensive 



renovation of the Holy Ka'bah by the Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques, may Allah, the Almighty, grant him success.  

3. In the demolishing process, they reached the first layer of stones on the 
floor of the building, and erected the present building on it. The 
dimensions of the Holy Ka'bah were not changed even by one 
centimetre.  

4. The stones needed to complete the building were taken from Ka'bah 
mountain at Al-Shubeikah.  

5. On the demolition of the Holy Ka'bah, all comers were pulled down 
except the corner of the Black Stone. The stone at the top of the Black 
Stone was uncovered and the area surrounding it was thoroughly 
repaired without removing it.  

6. It was found that the colour of the hidden part of the Black Stone was 
white just like the marble of Abraham's Station.  

7. A plaque was fixed inside the Holy Ka'bah in which the name of Sultan 
Murad and the date of the construction were inscribed.  

The Renovation of the Roof of the Holy 
Ka'bah in the Reign of King Saud (may 

his soul rest in peace) 

 

 

Reconstruction the floor around the Holy Ka'bah.  

On the first of Muharram, 1377 H., it was evident 
that the ceiling of the Holy Ka'bah was in need of 
repair. This was decided by a technical council 
commissioned by His Majesty King Saud (may his soul 
rest in peace). A royal decree was issued at the end of 
Muharram of the same year instructing the Director of 
the Public Works, his Excellency Al-Sheikh 
Muhammad Bin Awad Bin Ladin, to rebuild the two 
ceilings of the Holy Ka'bah and make the necessary 
repairs. The following work was implemented: 

 



1. The work commenced on 21st Jumad AI-Thani, 1377 H. by erecting a 
high wooden screen around the Holy Ka'bah except at the sites of the 
Black Stone, Yemeni corner and Hijir Ismail (peace be upon him). They 
set up the scaffolding leading to the ceiling from Hijir Ismail (peace be 
upon him).  

2. The wood, mortar and all equipment for the repair of the Holy Ka'bah 
were available before the work started.  

3. In the forenoon of Friday 18th Rajah, the Crown Prince, Faisal Bin 
Abdul Aziz arrived on behalf of his brother, King Saud. He climbed to 
the roof of the Holy Ka'bah accompanied by some guests and officials, 
and demolished a small portion of the roof, thus announcing the 
commencement of the work.  

4. The upper ceiling was totally removed and lintels were set up on the 
four walls and the wood of the ceiling was put on them from east to 
west, and was firmly fixed with the best mortar. Two wooden support 
beams were put on top, one was on the eastern wall and the other on 
the western wall. Under these wooden beams, a girder was put with its 
edges on the northern and southern walls to support the upper ceiling. 
Another girder was laid to support the lower ceiling. Wooden beams 
were also laid on the ceiling. A short wall eighty centimetres high was 
built. This is called the cornice. Four strong iron bars were fixed on the 
four walls to hang the kiswah on, instead of the previous wooden 
beams. The wood of the ceiling was painted with silicon. A layer of 
stones smeared with wax, a layer of mixed local mortar and a layer of 
AI-A'qul red bricks from Madinah were laid. This was covered with the 
previous white marble after cleaning it. The slope of the waterspout 
that pours into Hijir Ismail (peace be upon him) was taken into 
consideration. Melted lead was then cast in between the edges of the 
marble to strengthen them and prevent the leakage of rain water. The 
marble of the cornice was laid vertically on the four sides at the height 
of twenty-five centimetres. The opening of the stairs at the top of the 
roof was renovated and its cover was replaced by a new one coated with 
a beautiful, strong metal.  

5. Useful pieces of the old wood were utilized in addition to the new ones.  
6. The lower ceiling was renovated by replacing the broken wood that was 

laid on the three pillars extending from the east to the west. Only the 
middle pillar was completely replaced.  

7. Slight renovations were made by plastering the interior wall of the Holy 
Ka'bah, and the marble floor and the walls.  

8. Two large boxes, 150 centimetres long and 80 centimetres high, were 
made to store the lanterns and the inner curtains of the Holy Ka'bah.  

9. The waterspout of the Holy Ka'bah was the same  
10. one fixed by Al-Sultan Abdul Majeed Khan in 1273 H. It was made of 

pure silver coated with gold. It was so strong that it remained as it was, 
and therefore it was put in its original place after repairing its wooden 
base and re-hammering the nails that prevent the pigeons and birds 
from standing on it.  

11. The inner stairs of the Holy Ka'bah, the threshold and the wall of the 
door buttress were renovated.  

12. The inner stairs of the Holy Ka'bah were mended without any 
significant changes.  



13. The three pillars supporting the ceiling made by Abdullah Ibn AI-
Zubair were slightly repaired. They were still in good condition in spite 
of a lapse of more than thirteen hundred years. These pillars had 
decorated capitals and square, decorated bases. The exposed part of 
each pillar was seven metres long, with a diameter of about forty-four 
centimetres each.  

14. On the second of Sha'ban, 1377 H., it was officially announced that the 
renovation of the ceiling of the Holy Ka'bah was completed, together 
with some minor repairs.  

The Dimensions of the Holy Ka'bah 

 

 

An old photograp of the Holy Ka'bah  

Historians have not come to an agreement as regards the dimensions of 
the Holy Ka'bah. It is a natural difference resulting from the differences of 
cubits. There is a difference between the hand cubit and the iron cubit. It is 
stated in a book entitled: `The History of the Glorified Kabah', that the hand 
cubit ranges between 46 to 50 centimetres, but the iron cubit is 56.5 
centimetres. Later, it was determined that the hand cubit is 48 centimetres. 
Approaching the dimensions of the Holy Ka'bah in the present-day measure of 
the cubits does not give accurate information about these dimensions. This 
leads to confusion since the metre and its fractions are authorized 
measurements nowadays. The authorities in our country put an end to this 
confusion. The Hajj Research Centre at Umm UI Qura University in Makkah 
Al-Mukarramah conducted a study on the traffic in the circumambulation 
area. The study resulted in a detailed sketch of the Holy Ka'bah and Hijir 
Ismail. Its particulars are as follows: 

1. From the corner of the Black Stone to the Shaini Corner, it is 11.68 
metres, including the door of the Holy Ka'bah.  

2. From the Yamani Corner to the Western Corner is 12.04 metres.  



3. From the corner of the Black Stone to the Yamani Corner is 10.18 
metres.  

4. From the Shami Corner to the Western Corner is 9.90 metres.  

According to the construction done by Abraham (peace be upon him), the 
height was 4.32 metres after the conversion to the metric unit. In the Quraish 
building, it was 8.64 metres high, and it was 12.95 metres in the 
reconstruction by Abdullah IN AI-Zubair (may Allah be pleased with them). 
The Caliph Abdul Malik Ibn Marwan retained the same height in the work 
done by Al-Hajjaj. 

 

The recent dimention of the Holy Ka'bah 

AI-Sheikh Hussain Basalama mentions in his book `The History of the 
Glorified Ka'bah', that, with the grace of Allah, he measured the Holy Ka bah 
in metres from within on Friday 23rd Dhul Qa da, 1352 H. It was 10.15 incites 
long from the middle of the Yemeni wall to the middle of the Shami wall, and 
8.10 metres from the eastern to the middle of the western wall. 

N.B. The standard length of the cubit is 48 centimetres. 

The Components of the Building 
Materials Used 

for the Construction of the Holy Ka'bah 



 

 

Side diagrammatic presentation of the Holy Ka'bah site  

The construction of the Holy Ka'bah in its present form is the building by 
Sultan Murad IV, one of the Ottoman Sultans in 1040 H. This same 
construction has been renovated by the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques 
(may Allah protect him). It in a strong, solid building whose components are 
the large bluish-black stones taken from Makkah Al-Mukarramah mountains, 
the most important of which is AI-Ka bah mountain at the Shubeikah site.  

The stones are not equal in size; some are large, others small. The largest 
stone was 190 centimetres long, half a metre wide and 28 centimetres thick. 
The smallest stone was half a metre long, and approximately 40 centimetres 
wide. The ends of these stones were mortared into the wall, the exposed rocks 
looking like rows of molars. On the base of the Holy Ka'bah from without, 
there is AI-Shadhrwan whose marble stones are different from those of the 
wall of the Holy Ka'bah. 

  

The Shadhrwan of the Holy Ka'bah 

The Shadhrwan is a part of the wall of the Sacred House. It protrudes out 
of the base of the Holy Ka'bah, and is called a wrapping because it wraps 
around the Sacred House from three sides. The Shadhrwan renovated by the 
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, was constructed by Sultan Murad IV 
when fie built the Holy Ka bah in 1040 H.  



It was not remade but 
renovated by the Custodian of 
the Two Holy Mosques. It 
consists of the sloping stones 
fixed to the bottom of the Holy 
Ka'bah, and surrounding it on 
three sides. The part opposite to 
Hijir Ismail (peace be upon him) 
is not part of the Shadhrwan. It 
is a rocky threshold II 
centimetres high and 40 
centimetres wide.  

Some circumambulators 
stand on the threshold of the 
door of the Holy Kabah, clinging 
to it in supplication.  

  

 

The general site of the Ka'bah.  

The Shadhrwan was not set up in the Hijir because it represents the 
northern end of the Sacred House which extends six cubits and one hand span 
into Hijir Ismail (peace be upon him). The Shadhrwan was not set at the 
bottom of the door of the Holy Ka'bah so people could hang on to the 
threshold of the door of the Holy Ka'bah and AI-Multazam for supplication. 
Instead of the Shadhrwan, there is a threshold 3 metres and 45 centimetres 
long, slightly raised from the circumambulation area. The Shadhrwan is, in 
reality, a part of the Holy Ka'bah. It was said that it was first set up by 
Abdullah Ibn AI-Zubair (may Allah be pleased with them) on the foundations 
of Abraham (peace be upon him) to protect the wall of the Holy Ka'bah from 
water leaking into it. He tied the ropes of the curtains of the Holy Ka bah to 
rings fixed on it for this purpose. They were fixed to keep the 
circumarnbulators from being hurt and to avoid damage to the curtains of the 
Holy Ka'bah. 

The Shadhrwan was renovated in 1098 H. by Abroad Pasha. All the stones 
of the Shadhrwan were made of the white, strong, solid marble in varying 
sizes. It consisted of 71 stones, eight of which were on the side of the door of 
the Holy Ka'bah to the north. These stones were of the most precious marble 
in the world. There were forty-one rings fixed to the Shadhrwan to fasten the 
ropes of the curtains of the Holy Ka'bah. 

The Door of the Holy Ka'bah 

It takes time if we talk about the beginnings of the door of the Holy Ka bah 
and its set-up from the time of Tubba AI-Himairi, who constructed the first 
door for the Holy Ka'bah, to the present Saudi period. But it is worth 
mentioning that the last door was made according to the instructions given by 
the Ottoman Sultan, Murad Khan, in 1045 H. It was coated with 160 pounds 
of pure silver. 



 

It is known that the door of the Holy 
Ka bah lies on the eastern side. It is now 
2.25 metres above the circumambulation 
area. The door itself is 3.10 metres high 
and two metres wide and about half a 
metre thick. The door passed through 
several stages regarding its style, design, 
decorations and the type of the material 
used for manufacturing it. During the 
Saudi era, the specifications of the door 
developed and two doors were erected at 
two close periods:  

The first door was made according to 
the instructions given by King Abdul Aziz 
Bin Abdul Rahman AI-Saud (may his 
soul rest in peace). The Door was plated 
with gold and silver, and decorated with 
the Divine Names of Allah. It was erected 
during a great celebration in 1370 H. 

The second door was made according to the instructions given by King 
Khalid Bin Abdul Aziz AISaud'(may his soul rest in peace). While inside the 
Holy Ka'bah, he noticed the age and scratched condition of the door. He gave 
his instructions for making a new door. The door was made of pure gold and 
with new specifications. (It is worth mentioning that the Custodian of the Two 
Holy Mosques, King Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz, Crown Prince at that time, gave his 
own instructions which led to this present work). Bab Al-Tawbah, which leads 
to the roof staircase was renewed, and the door of the Holy Ka'bah and the 
Tawbah door were recast in pure gold. The cost of this was 13,420,000 Riyals, 
which did not include the price of 280 kilograms of pure gold, secured by the 
Saudi Arabian Monetary Agency. The work continued for twelve months, 
commencing from the first Dhul Hijjah 1398 H. A special workshop was 
established for the manufacturing of this door. 

  

The Specifications of the Present Door 

Certain specifications were made with regards to the best designs and the 
firmly-established styles of Islamic motifs. The latest techniques were used in 
the structure of the door in order to achieve the highest qualities in strength, 
overall design and perfection. This work would ensure that the door would not 
need any future maintenance. The design and the preparation of the door 
were executed by specialized technicians, taking into consideration the 
climatic factors, such as the extreme heat of the sun and heavy rains. The 
bottom of the door was furnished with a support panel to prevent rains from 
entering the Holy Ka'bah. It contains a special bar to fix on the threshold 
when locking it. 



The Door Lock  

A new lock for the door of the 
Holy Ka'bah was also made. 
The old lock was provided by 
Al-Sultan Abdul Hameed in 
1309 H. The new lock was 
made to the same specifications 
as the old one, as it also suited 
the design of the new door, 
guaranteeing no need for any 
maintenance in the future. 

   

As regards the decorations and the inscriptions on the dour, they were 
chosen from different harmonious components, the most important of which 
was the decoration of the surrounding frame. This decoration, at the level of 
the lock, heightens its focus because the lock of the Holy Ka' bah has a 
distinctively traditional and functional shape. 

At the two upper corners of the door, unique decorations were carved in 
the shape of an arch :noun(] the inscription: 'Allah Jalla Jalaluh', the name of 
the Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him) and the following Qur'anic 
verses: 

Enter it in peace and security. (15:46) 

Say; "My Lord! Let my entry be by the gate of Truth and Honour, 
likewise let my exit be by the gate of Truth and Honour; and grant 
me from You an authority to aid (me)"( 17: 80) 

Your Lord hath inscribed for Himself (the rule of) Mercy ( 6:54) 

And your Lord says; " Call on Me; I will answer your (prayer)" 
(4(1:60) 

Following these Qur'anic verses, there were two medallions set in square 
panels, in the middle of each there is the following writing: "There is no god 
but Allah, Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah". In the lower corners of the 
square panels, the two rings of the door were fixed, and together with the dour 
lock, they Dorm a harmonious, symmetrical design. 

Between the two rings and the door lock, there are raised, rectangular 
inserts used for separating the various kinds of decorations. The inserts are of 
different sires and the final, overall effect is something beautitut to look al. 
Under the two panels, the following Qur'anic verse is written; 



Say: "O my servants who have transgressed against their souls! 
despair not of the Mercy of Allah: for Allah forgives all sins: for 
He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful" (39:53) 

In the middle of the two square panels, directly under the door lock, 
"Surat AI-Fatiha" is inscribed in another pair of medallions. Under these, 
there are historical notes done in smaller handwriting. The previous door was 
made during the reign of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King Abdul 
Aziz Bin Abdul Ralunan AI-Saud in 1363 H. Below this, another door was 
made by the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King Khalid Bin Abdul Aziz 
AISaud in 1399 H. As part of its historical note, on the right ]eat of the door, 
the following expression is inscribed, "It was inaugurated, with the Grace of 
Allah, by King Khalid Bin Abdul Aziz AI-Saud on the twenty-second of Dhul 
Qa'da, 1399 H". On the left leaf is written; "It was made by Ahmad Ibrahim 
Badr in Makkah AI-Mukarramah, designed by Muneer AI-Andi". The 
calligraphy is by Abdul Rahman Amin. A particularly fine motif was made on 
the frame of the door which was fitted on the left leaf. 

The outline around each door is delicately ornamented and hung in such a 
way to best exhibit the decorations and the raised plates carrying fifteen 
Divine Names of Allah. The plates are as follows: 

On the top of the door: O, You Whose Capacity is Limitless. O, You Who 
Repels Those Things Detrimental to His Creation. O, You Responsible for 
Good. 

On the right side: O, You, the All-Knowing. O, You, the Omniscient. O, You, 
the Most Forbearing. O, You, the Great. O, You, the Wise. O, You, the 
Compassionate. 

On the left side: O, You, the Rich anti the Enriching One. O, You, Worthy of 
All Praise. O. You, the Glorified One. O, You, Glory to Thee. O, You, Whose 
Help can be Sought. 

These pure gold plates are carved and fixed to the wooden base. This 
wooden base is made up of three sections. In the first section, there is a 
continuous franc decoration, and on the others there are Qur'anic verses. ( 15, 
pp. 88-90). 

The Black Stone is the Right Hand of 
Allah on Earth 



 

 

This Great House contains a precious Stone, having no equal in this world. 
It is called the Right Hand of Allah with which He shakes the hands of His 
people. 

AI-Tirmidhi related on the authority of Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased 
with them), that the Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace be upon him) 
said, "The Black Stone descended from Paradise much whiter than milk, but it 
was turned black by the sins committed by mankind." (5, v. 2, p. 112) AI-
Tirmidhi said it was a good and sound Hadith. It is sunnah that one touches 
the Black Stone and kisses it. 

Al-Bukhari and AI-Tirmidhi related on the authority of Amir Ibn Rabia' 
who said, "I saw Omar Ibn Al-Khattab kissing the Black Stone, and I heard 
him say, `I know well that you are simply a stone, and have no power to confer 
a benefit or to do harm. Had I not seen the Messenger of Allah (blessings and 
peace be upon him) kissing you, I would not have kissed you."' (5, v. 2, p. 175). 
AI-Bukhari and Al-Tirmidhi said it was a good and sound Hadith. 

Ibn Khuzaima and Ibn Habban, in their two Sahihs, related that the 
Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace be upon him) said that the Black 
Stone would be resurrected on the Day of Judgement with two eyes and a 
tongue, and would be a witness to those who sincerely touched and kissed it. 
(8, v. 2, p. 193) Al-Tirmidhi related that it was a good and sound Hadith. 

Muslim related on the authority of Ibn Jabir Ibn Abdullah (may Allah be 
pleased with them), that they arrived at Makkah at noon when the Prophet 
(blessings and peace be upon him) made his she-camel kneel down at the door 
of the Mosque. He entered the Mosque and started tawaf at the Black Stone. 
When he touched it, the tears came down his cheeks. He mentioned the 
Hadith and said, "He did Ramat in three rounds and walked the remaining 
four. After finishing tawaf, he kissed the Black Stone and put his hands on it 
and then rubbed his face with them." Ibn Khuzaima said it was a good and 
sound Hadith. 



Omar Ibn Al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him) made it clear that 
people should not regard touching and kissing the Black Stone the same as the 
Arabs during Al-Jahiliyya period. He maintained that kissing the Black Stone 
and touching the Yemeni Corner were a kind of glorification to Allah, the 
Almighty, and a carrying out of His Prophet's traditions. This is one of the 
religious rituals that Allah, the Supreme, commanded people to hold in high 
esteem. Allah, the Supreme, says: You haveindeed in the Messenger of 
Allah, an excellent example (33: 21). 

And the Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him) said, "Follow me in 
performing your religion' rituals". 

Abu Yala related that Ibn Omar said,"I saw Omar Ibn Al-Khattab kissing 
the Black Stone and prostrating towards it". It was also related by AIBazzaz as 
a good and sound Hadith. (9, v. 12, p. 35) Many Orientalists alleged that the 
Black Stone was a meteor that fell to earth. What the Orientalists say is based 
only on hearsay and supposition and, therefore, should not be taken for 
granted. But what the Muslims know is based on sound knowledge. It is 
maintained that the truth cannot be refuted by suspicion. 

 

This is the picture of the Black Stone where eight 
pieces are visible. It was drawn by the 
Calligrapher AI-Sheikh Muhammad Tahir AI-
Kurdi who put transparent paper on the Black 
Stone itself and drew each piece separately. This 
took place on the 1st of Rabic AI-Awwal, 1376 H. 

The Black Stone is one of the White Rubies of Paradise and it was turned 
black by the sins of the polytheists. It will be resurrected on the Day of 
Judgement as a witness to those who touched and kissed it with good faith. (v. 
2, p. 194) It was said that the Black Stone was placed in Mt. Abu Qabis until it 
was brought to Abraham (peace be upon him) and was put in the south-
castem corner of the Holy Ka'bah one and a half metres above ground level. It 
is encircled by a frame of pure silver in order to protect it. It cannot be 
accurately described because the part we see is actually made up of eight small 
pieces, the biggest of which is in the size of a date, embedded in a wax 
mixture.  

Some say there are 15 pieces, but thin the other seven pieces are deeply 
covered over in the brownish paste mixture, which is also touched by the 
circumambulators. This paste is a mixture of wax. musk and ambergris put on 
the top of the Black Stone. Muhammad Ibn Nafie AI-Khuzaie saw the Black 
Stone on the day when it was taken by the Qarmatians in the fourth century 



Hijrah. The top of the Black Stone was black but the rest of it was white. The 
length was about a cubit. Ibn I'llan Al-Makki, one of the scholars at that time, 
saw the Black Stone during the reign of the Ottoman Sultan Murad. Its length 
was then half a cubit and its width was a third of a cubit. It was white in colour 
but its top was black because of the misdeeds done by mankind. If the sins 
affect solid stone, their effects on the heart are even greater. 

The first who encircled the Black Stone with silver rings was Abdullah Ibn 
AI-Zubair (may Allah be pleased with them). Then other caliphs and wealth) 
people followed suit and made the frame from silver and gold. The last who 
donated a frame of pure silver for the Black Stone, before the Saudi 
Government. was Al-Sultan Muhammad Rashad Khan in 1331 H. King Abdul 
Aziz (may his soul rest in peace) repaired part of it in 1366 H. In Sha ban, 1375 
H., King Saud (may his soul rest in peace) replaced it with a new frame made 
of sterling silver. 

The Yemeni Corner 

The Yemeni Corner lies in the south-
western part of the Holy Ka bah. It is the 
corner opposite the Black Stone at the other 
end of the southern wall. It has been called the 
Yemeni corner because it faces Yemen. It is 
touched with the hand, not kissed, in the 
tradition of the Prophet (blessings and peace 
be upon him). One of its virtues is that it was 
built on the first foundations of the House 
raised by Abraham and Ismail (peace be upon 
them). It was reported that the Prophet 
(blessings and peace be upon him) said, 
"Touching the Black Stone and the Yemeni 
Corner completely wipes out sins." 

 

  

The Waterspout of the Holy Ka'bah 

The Quraish were the first to fix a waterspout in the Holy Ka'bah when 
they rebuilt it thirty-five years after the birth of Prophet Muhammad 
(blessings and peace be upon him). The Holy Ka'bah was without a ceiling as 
previously mentioned, but when Abdullah Ibn AI-Zubair (may Allah be 
pleased with them) reconstructed it, he fixed a waterspout that poured into 
Hijir Ismail as the Quraish (lid. AI-I-htjjaj Ibn Yusuf demolished what 
Abdullah Ibn AI-Zubair (may Allah be pleased with them) added to the 
Quraish construction on the foundations of Abraham (peace be upon him). He 
too fixed the waterspout towards the north where it poured into Hip Ismail 
(peace be upon him). 



 

AI-Azrayi stated that the waterspout was 
four cubits with a height of eight fingers and it 
was coated in gold plate. Al-Waleed Ibn Abdul 
Malik added a waterspout of gold, but it was 
changed for two reasons: The first was that 
when it was damaged it was replaced by a new 
one, the second was that some kings and 
wealthy people donated waterspouts to the 
Holy Ka'bah, thus, the old ones were often 
replaced by new ones. 

The present waterspout was made by Al-
Sultan Abdul Majeed Khan, the son of AI-
Sultan Mahmoud Khan, in Constantinople, 
and it was brought and installed in 1276 H. It 
was gold plated and some minor repairs were 
made to the upper nails that prevented the 
pigeons from perching on it. This took place 
when King Saud (may his soul rest in peace) 
renovated the roof of the Holy Ka'bah. 

The Kiswah of the Holy Ka'bah 

 

The kiswah of the Holy Ka'bah is the decorative cloth covering. The kiswah 
of the Holy Ka'bah has passed through several stages since the construction of 
the Holy Ka'bah by Abraham and Ismail (peace be upon them). This was due 
to various social and economic factors. Covering the Holy Ka'bah with various 
materials has always been done with the aim of glorifying it and obeying Allah, 
the Almighty. There are various stories about the first person who furnished 
the Holy Ka'bah with a kiswah.  

Some scholars state that Ismail (peace be upon him) was the first person 
to cover the Holy Ka'bah with a kiswah. Others state that Adnan Ibn Id, the 
great grandfather of the Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace be upon 
him) did it. It is certain that Tubba' Al-Himairi, the King of Yemen, was the 



first person to cover the Holy Ka'bah with khusuf. Several other persons 
followed in the pre-Islamic period. This was one of the pre-Islamic religious 
obligations. 

One of those was Abu Rabia Ibn Abdullah AI-Makhzumi who used to 
alternate covering the Holy Ka'bah with a kiswah a year and all Quraish 
another year. Then the Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him) covered it 
in Yemeni cloaks when it was burnt down due to a spark that flew off while a 
woman was incensing it. The Rightly-Guided Caliphs, Abu Bakr, Omar and 
Othman (may Allah be pleased with them) covered it with an Egyptian cloth 
called Gubati. After the Rightly-Guided Caliphate, Umayyads, Abbasids, 
Mamlukes and Turks competed in covering the Holy Ka'bah. (15, p. 105) 

The coverings were put on one over the other and so the kiswahs piled up 
on the Holy Ka'bah. An Abbasid Caliph was performing Hajj in 160 H., when 
the gatekeepers of the Holy Ka'bah drew his attention to this fact and 
accordingly he instructed that only one covering should be put over the Holy 
Ka'bah at a time. This has continued up till present day. (17, p. 20)  

Since the reign of Muhammad Ali Pasha, who established a government 
administration for manufacturing the kiswah, the Egyptian Government used 
to finance the cost of manufacturing the kiswah. This continued until the reign 
of King Abdul Aziz Bin Abdul Rahman Al-Saud (may his soul rest in peace), 
who issued an order in 1346 H. to establish a special factory in Makkah AI-
Mukarramah for the manufacture of the kiswah of the Holy Ka'bah.  

The factory was inaugurated in the middle of the same year. The first 
kiswah was produced and this great honour was bestowed upon the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia. The factory continues to produce the kiswah of the Holy 
Ka'bah. To keep abreast of the tcxtile industry and technology, King Faisal 
(may his Soul rest in peace) issued a royal decree in 1392 H. to technically 
develop the kiswah factory to produce the best and most beautiful kiswah at 
Umm AI-Jud in Makkah AI-Mukarramah.It was inaugurated by the Custodian 
of the Two Holy Mosques, King Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz, when he was Crown 
Prince, in Rabic At-Thani, 1397 H. - March 26th, 1977.  

The factor started with three main sections, the belt section, the manual 
weaving section and the dyeing section. Three other sections were later added, 
the machine weaving section, the printing and flag section and the interior 
curtain section. ( I S, p. 122) 

Stages of the Manufacture of the Kiswah 



 

 

The kiswah manufacture passes through several stages, the most important of 
which are: 

1. First is the dyeing stage, where raw silk in skeins of thread are 
imported and dyed according to the required colours. Black is the 
colour of the exterior covering of the Holy Ka'bah, and green is the 
colour of the interior kiswah. Dark red is the colour of the belt of the 
Prophet's Holy Room. All work is done according to the most advanced 
dyeing techniques. 

2. The second stage is the weaving stage. In the past, the factory depended 
on manual weaving, but now machine weaving is used. Manual weaving 
however is an old, valued skill that is still preserved. (16, p. 76) The 
weaving material used in the manufacture of the kiswah of the Holy 
Ka'bah is divided into two categories:  
 
(a) Plain weaving is used for the belt and curtain later embroidered 
with threads and put under the kiswah.  
 
(b) The jacquard method weaves expressions and Qur'anic verses 
directly into the cloth. It is delicate, technical work, requiring skilled 
craftsmen.  

3. The third stage was printing, where designs, by embroidering, are 
transferred to the cloth by the turb style. It was an obsolete, time 
consuming method that was not efficacious. The factory administration 
introduced a machine printing division. This facilitated easier work and 
sped up production which was varied and refined. The new process 
uses shablon or silk screening. 

4. The fourth stage is embroidery work which takes up the most 
important part of the covering of the Holy Ka'bah. It uses Islamic 



designs and Qur'anic verses embroidered with silver and gold threads. 
The unique stuffing process is done manually because it is impossible 
to do this highly refined work mechanically. This gold embroidery work 
is padded and raised up to two centimetres. (18, p. 18) 

5. The fifth and final stage is the assembly, where the jacquard cloth 
panels are assembled to form the four sides of the kiswah. The belt and 
the curtain are fixed to the kiswah which is then put over the Holy 
Ka'bah. (16, p. 17)  

The Writing on the Kiswah of the Holy 
Ka'bah 

The kiswah is woven from pure, raw silk. dyed black, and with the 
following statements woven into it: 

(i) There ii no god but Allah, Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.  

(ii) Allah is the Great, Powerful and Sublime.  

(iii) Praise and Glory be to Allah.  

(iv) Praise be to My Glorious Lord.  

(v) O, You Compassionate! O, You Benefactor! 

All these are repeatedly written over the cloth in a zigzag pattern. 

 

Close up writing on the Kiswah of the Holy Ka'bah  



The length of the cloth is 14.5 metres. On the upper third, the-s the belt of 
the kiswah, which is 95 centimetres wide. Under the belt on the comers, Surat 
? Al-lkhlas is inscribed on an embellished square of ,3 Islamic designs. At the 
same height, under the belt, as well, six Qur'anic verses are written inside 
separate, rectangular, embroidered frames. In between these framed Qur'anic 
verses. the following Divine Names; are worked in lamp-shaped outlines:  

(i) O, You the Sustainer, the Everliving!  

(ii) O, You the Merciful, the Compassionate!  

(iii) Praise be to Allah, the Cherisher and Sustainer of the Worlds. 

All work under the belt is inscribed in compound, Thulth calligraphy, 
embroidered in raised form and covered by gilded silver thread. These pieces 
were introduced during the flourishing Saudi era. (16, p. 76) 

  

Expenditure and Manpower 

The total expenses of one kiswah of the Holy Ka'bah arc seventeen million 
Saudi Rivals, including all overhead costs. One kiswah needs 670 kilograms of 
pure silk which covers the surface of the Holy Ka'bah. It is made into 47 panels 
of cloth, the length of each is 14 metres and the width 95 centimeres. The 
number of employees has increased from 16 at the founding of the factory, to 
more than 240. The expenditure varies because the prices of silk, raw 
materials, manpower and machinery are constantly changing. 

The Interior Curtain of the Holy Ka'bah 

A separate department within the factory of the kiswah of the Holy Ka'bah 
was established to manufacture the interior curtain of the Holy Ka'bah and the 
Prophet's Room. The work is done manually because of the accuracy, skill and 
very high technical standard demanded. The manufacture of the interior 
curtain of the Holy Ka'bah passes through several stages. starting with the 
preparation of the silk. printing of the designs, writing on the cloth and 
embroidering on it, with the particular Qur'anic verses in threads of gold and 
silver. 



 

The Curtain of the Door of the Holy 
Ka'bah 

The curtain is the exterior veil hung on the door of the Holy Ka'bah. A 
decorated curtain was first put on the door of the Holy Ka'bah bah in S 10 H. 
It has remained there since that date except for the years 816 - S I S H. The 
curtain is made of black silk and lined with a strong. green, silk cloth. Some 
Qur'anic verses and Islamic motits are embroidered in gilded silver thread by 
the traditional raised method. Under the Qur'anic verses and in the same 
calligraphic style and design. the following statement is written: "This curtain 
is made in Makkah AI-Mukarratnah and has been presented to the Hot) 
Ka'bah bah b) the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques. King Fahd Bin Abdul 
Aziz A1Saud (may Allah accept his benevolent and honorable deeds)". (20. p. 
56) 

The curtain is six and a half metres long. three and a half metres wide. and 
consists of five pieces assembled vertically and lined with cloth. (15. p. t 13) 

  

 

The Belt of the Holy Ka'bah 



The belt. which sits on the upper third of the kiswah of the Holy Ka'bah. is 
95 centimetres wide. Some Qur'anic verses are inscribed on it in compound. 
Thulth calligraphic style. encircled with it frame of Islamic decorations. The 
belt is embroidered in the traditional manner with padding. surmounted b\ 
cold-coated. silver thread. It encircles the whole kiswah. and is 47 metres long. 
95 centimetres wide and consists of 16 panels. 4 panels per side. Under the 
belt on each side of the Holy Ka'bah. there are two embroidered rectangular . 
sections and three embroidered tamps. AI-Multazam door has one large piece 
called the donation. making the total number of pieces. seven. in addition to 
twelve a lamps. 

On each corner of the Holy Ka'bah. there is a square. called AI-Samdia, 
which contains Surat Al-Ikhlas. On the four sides of the belt, several Qur'anic 
verses are written. The belt, after all. is a fine piece of art and craftsmanship, 
encircling the Holy Ka'bah. and bestowing upon the kiswah splendour, beauty 
and glory. (15, p. 118)  

  

Other Pieces Produced by the Factory 
of the Holy Ka'bah 

It is worth mentioning that the Holy Ka'bah used to be covered once a 
year. but now it is done twice a year. Besides the spare kiswah, the factory 
produces a variety of materials necessary to satisfy the Holy Ka'bah and the 
Kingdom. These items are: 

1. The exterior kiswah of the Holy Ka'bah. made with the utmost accuracy 
and efficiency.  

2. The interior curtain. done with the same exacting care.  
3. The plain. black cloth for making the belt and em broidered gifts.  
4. The plain, white and green cloth for lining the kis wah of the Holy 

Ka'bah.  
5. A full, spare kiswah.  
6. The flags of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in accordance with the 

regulations of the flag of the Kingdom. Because of the delicate 
calligraphic work needed for the Saudi flag, the factory's state of the an 
embroidery machines are used.  

7. Gold-plated gifts.  

At first. the factory used to produce only a few small gifts but the 
production was multiplied to satisfy the need for gifts presented to the guests 
of the Kingdom. using some of the Divine Names of Allah and some Qur'anic 
verses embroidered with gold and silver threads. 

The kiswah of the Holy Ka'bah with its various sections are manufactured 
in the factory of the kiswah in Makkah AI-Mukanramah. Work is done by 
skilled. well-trained. national man-power. 



 

The golden plate of the Holoy 
Ka'bah 

 

Al-Bilad Newspaper has recently 
published an article in its issue of 
Wednesday 6th Dhul Qaidah. 1418 H.. 
to the effect that the Custodian of the 
Two Holy Mosques. King Fahd Bin 
Abdul Aziz (may Allah protect him) 
ordered that the Kiswah Factory of the 
Holy Ka'bah at Umm AI-Jud in Makkah 
AI-Mukarrarnah should be furnished 
with modern machinery and 
equipment. This is within the domain of 
his desire and interest to activate the 
role and promptness of work in the 
factor) in accordance with the best 
technological methods. 

The machinery and equipment have 
now arrived and are being installed. We 
implore Allah. the Almighty. to reward 
him befittingly for that. 

  

Secondly: The Description of the Interior 
of the Holy Ka'bah 

The characteristics of the Holy Ka'bah from within are as follows: 

At the Shami Corner, on the right side of the Holy Ka'bah, there is the 
staircase leading to the roof. It is a rectangular, closed, and windowless room. 
Its northern and eastern sides are part of the original wall of the Holy Ka'bah, 
and the stairs are concealed inside the room. It has a door with a special lock 
and is covered with a beautiful silk curtain inscribed and decorated with gold 
and silver.  

The thickness of the southern wall of the stairs, which includes the door, is 
225 centimetres, and the thickness of the western wall is 150 centimetres. If a 
person ascends the staircase to the roof to the height of two metres, he will 
find a small door before him and another one to the left. Both of them reach 
the two ceilings of the Holy Ka'bah. The space between the two ceilings is 120 
centimetres. The stairs end at the roof with a skylight where a tight cover is 
fixed to prevent rain seeping in. This cover is opened when ascending to the 
roof. 

Inside the Holy Ka'bah there are three pillars that support the ceiling. 
They are made of the finest wood ever known. They were erected by Abdullah 
Ibn AlZubair (may Allah be pleased with them) more than 1350 years ago. 
They are brownish-black and the circumference of each pillar is approximately 
150 centimetres with a diameter of 44 centimetres. Each one has a square, 



inscribed wooden base. Between the three pillars there is a hanger holding 
donations to the Holy Ka'bah.  

There is a support beam that extends over the three pillars with both its 
ends extending to the northern and southern walls. The three pillars are as 
high as the first ceiling adjacent to the interior of the Holy Ka'bah. They do not 
extend to the upper ceiling but several beams of wood, one over the other, 
were put on the top of the three pillars inside the ceilings until they reached 
the upper ceiling. The pillars support the two ceilings and every pillar has 
three bands to strengthen it. 

 

A Perspective of the Holy Ka'bah before the repairs.  

The Form of the Marble of the Floor  
and Walls of the Holy Ka'bah 

Most of the floor of the Holy Ka'bah is covered with white marble, while 
the rest is coloured. The interior wall of the Holy Ka'bah is mounted with 
beautifully decorated, coloured marble. The interior of the Holy Ka'bah is 
covered with a pink silk curtain, woven in white, with the testimony "There is 
no god but Allah, Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah", together with some 
of the Divine Names of Allah in the shape of a zigzag. The ceiling of the Holy 
Ka'bah is also covered with this curtain. 



 

A plan illustrating the present floor pattern  

 



A plan showing the ground floor  

The Inscribed Marble Stones Inside the 
Holy Ka'bah 

There are eight marble stones inscribed in the Thulth calligraphic style 
inside the Holy Ka'bah and one stone inscribed with Kufic style. The Kufic 
plate has letters made of coloured marble pieces in an inlaid base. All these 
plaques were inscribed before the sixth century Hijrah. On the eastern wall 
and between the door of the Holy Ka'bah and Tawbah Door, there is a 
document from the Custodian of the Two Holy 

Mosques (may Allah protect him) inscribed on a marble plate, indicating 
the date of the renovations of the Holy Ka'bah completed by him. The total 
number of the inscribed, white marble plaques inside the Holy Ka'bah is ten. 
All these plaques are 144 centimetres above the marble floor of the Holy 
Ka'bah except the stone laid above the door of the Holy Ka'bah. From within, 
this stone is more than two metres above the floor. These plaques are detailed 
in the following designs. 

 

PLAQUE NO. (1)  

In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most merciful.  

Abu Ja'far AI-Mansour Al-Mustansir Billah, the Great Commander of the 
Faithful, ordered the renovation of the edifice of the Sacred House. May Allah, 
the Almighty, help him to realise his high hopes, and accept from him his good 
deeds. Peace and praise be upon Prophet Muhamnmad, his family and his 
Companions.  

(In the months of the year 692 H.) 

 

PLAQUE NO. (2) 

In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent the Most Merciful 

Our Lord! Accept (this service) from us. Verily, You are the All-Hearing, 
the All-Knowing. Al-Sultan Ibn Al-Sultan Murad Khan Ibn Al-Sultan 
Muhhamad Khan, the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, and the leader of 
the pilgrims by land and sea, ordered the renovation of the edifice of this 
Sacred Ancient House. May Allah, the Supreme, perpetuate his rule and 
support his sultanate. Praise and greetings to Prophet Muhammad (blessings 
and peace be upon him). 



(The end of Ramadan, in the year, 1040 H.) 

 

PLAQUE NO. (3) 

In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful 

Our Lord! Accept this service from us. 

A1 Sultan Ibn AI-Sultan Muhammad Khan ordered the renovation of the 
roof and interior and exterior of the Holy Ka'bah. (1070 H.) 

 

PLAQUE NO. (4) 

In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful 

My Lord! Grant me the power and ability that I may be grateful for Your 
Favour which You have bestowed upon me and upon my parents, and that I 
may do righteous, good deeds that will please You 

Yusuf Ibn Omar Ibn Ali Rasoul ordered the replacement of the marble of 
this Sacred House. May Allah, the Almighty, support him and forgive his sins. 
Peace and blessings be upon Prophet Muhammad, and upon his family and 
companions. (Shawwal, 680 H.) 

 

PLAQUE NO. (5) 

There is no God but Allah, And Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. (In 
Kufic Script) 

 

PLAQUE NO. (6) 

In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful 

Our Lord! Accept (this service) from us. Verily, You are the All-Bearing, 
the All-Knowing 

Al-Sultan, AI-Malik, the Honorable, Abu AlNast Bresbay, the Custodian of 
the Two Holy Mosques, ordered the replacement of the marble of the Sacred 



House. May Allah help him to realise his hopes, and bless his good deeds with 
befitting rewards. 

(Died in the year, 826 H.) 

 

PLAQUE NO. (7) 

This stone lies on the top of the door of the Holy Ka'bah from within. It is 
not one stone but three or five. We could not read what is written on them. 

 

PLAQUE NO. (8) 

In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful 

Our Lord! Accept (this service) from us. Verily, You are the All-Hearing, 
the All-Knowing 

AI-Sultan, AI-Malik, the Honourable, Abu Al-Nasr Qaytabay, ordered the 
replacement of the interior marble of the Sacred House, May Allah, the 
Almighty, perpetuate his rule. 

(1st Rajah, 884 H.) 

 

PLAQUE NO. (9) 

The renovation of the edifice of Allah's House, the Qibla of Islam and the 
Grand Mosque, duly started. This renovation was initiated by the Mustafa 
Khan, the leader of the people. May Allah grant him great, continuous 
victories. This renovation was but an inspiration of peace, by which she hoped 
that Allah, the Almighty, might bestow upon her His Grace on the Day of 
Judgement. The judge of the country said that it was Umm Sultan AlA'nam 
who ordered the renovation of the edifice of the Sacred House. 

(Under the auspices of Ahmad Bey, Sheikh Al-Haram AI-Makki, in the 
year 1109 H.) 

 

PLAQUE NO. (10) 

In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful 



Our Lord! Accept (this service) from us. Verily, You are the All-Hearing, 
the AllKnowing 

All praise be to Allah, and devoted greetings m Muhammad, the highest 
among all Prophets and Messengers. Also our greetings are to all his Family 
and Companions. 

During the era of King Fatal Bin Abdul Aziz Al-Saud, and with the Grace of 
Allah, the comprehensive renovations of the Holy Ka'bah, its two ceilings, the 
three pillars, the walls within and without, and the floors, have been 
completed. The renovations comprised the roof, walls and floors with the 
interior stairs, the Shadhrwan, the wall of Hijir Ismail, and the waterspout. 

May Allah accept from him this noble deed and grant him befitting 
reward. And all praise be to Allah, the Supreme. 

Completed in the month of Rajah (Al-Haram), 1417 H. 

 

The Marble Plaques of the Holy Ka'bah  



 

Positions of the Holy Ka'bah's Marble Plaques 

The Renovation of the External Wall of 
the Holy Ka'bah 

   

It is known that the Sacred House of Allah is cube shaped, and is situated 
in the heart of the wide circumambulation area in the Sacred Mosque. It is in 
the open and covered with the shroud that exhibits its greatness and gives it 
relative protection from the elements. It is the way of Allah, the Almighty, that 
in His Creation, everything will change through time. The factors and reasons 
for change arc several, but the most important influences on buildings and 
structures are climatic factors, mechanical actions and chemical reactions. 
The last renovation of the Holy Ka'bah was made in 1040 fl. After 375 years, it 
became necessary to rebuild it because the climatic factors caused peeling and 
gaps in the surface of the external stones. This damage included the upper and 
lower parts of the walls but its position precluded it having been done by 
worshippers. 



Gaps in some of the stones    The blocks before the repair  

Out of the sponsorship and continuous dedication of the Custodian of the 
Two Holy Mosques, and his glorification of the rituals of Allah, the Almighty, a 
royal decree was issued early in Dhul Hijjah, 1414 H. It gave instructions for 
the repair of the external walls together with the necessary works that the 
external wall of the Holy Ka'bah required. The implementation was prompt, 
consisting of the following steps and procedures: 

1. The eroded sections of mortar were removed by suction without 
affecting the original parts of the building. Then the evacuated area was 
completely cleaned. Climate and other factors had allowed water to leak 
through the stones. White ants (called 'uttah' in colloquial Arabic) were living 
in some portions. This is not strange, since the Sacred House of Allah was 
their natural home which they had longed for ever since Allah ordered them to 
eat away the unjust document which demanded the boycotting of all the 
Hashmites and others who supported Muhammad (blessings and peace be 
upon him). This order was hung inside the Holy Ka'bah, but it was destroyed 
by the white ants in three years' time; all destroyed but the Name of Allah and 
its glittering lights. 

2. After the removal and cleaning of the affected areas, the surfaces of the 
external stones of the wall of the Holy Ka'bah were also cleaned. The loose and 
damp mortar in the gaps was then washed out and dried by automatic air 
blowers. 

3. A thorough study of the types of rocks used in the Sacred House and a 
comparison of the rocks of Makkah's well-known mountains were conducted. 
Samples of rocks, resembling the rocks of the Holy Ka'bah, were ground and a 
paste was made of them in order to analyse geological properties. Some 
adhesive materials that gave more solidity to the basic rocks were used to 
cover the exterior surfaces of the stones. Then the surfaces were roughened to 
match the surfaces of the other original rocks. 

4. The evacuated portions were injected with a mortar especially 
formulated for this purpose. This gave more solidity to the areas and 
lengthened their life span. Sophisticated, modern machinery was used in the 
injection process to ensure that the paste penetrated into every particle of the 
interior thoroughly and evenly. The replacement sections of the outer wall are 
made of 'rock paste'. In order for the mortar and stone facing to look more 
authentic, vertical and horizontal lines were scratched onto their surfaces. 
Each stone surface is slightly protruding in order to protect it from 
weathering. Thus, the external wall of the Holy Ka'bah looks like a new 
building, but, in fact, it is not. This is due to the perfection granted by Allah, 
the Most Beneficent, the Most Generous. 



 
The cleaning of the blocks and the gaps    The blocks after the completion of the repair  

 The Comprehensive Renovation of the 

Interior  
of the Holy Ka'bah 

   

The external renovation of certain sections and cracks of the wall of the 
Holy Ka'bah was completed in the year 1415 H., according to the instructions 
given by the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques. Open scaffolding was put up 
and the repairs took place in full view of the worshippers. This work done in 
front of the people reflects the Government's care and attention towards 
Islamic rites and rituals. Because of this, many worshippers made 
supplications on behalf of our rulers. 

 

The corrosion in the base of one of the pillars.  

The commencement of the renovation motivated the rulers to attend to 
every aspect of the Sacred House of Allah, taking measures to ensure its safety 
and physical integrity for the present and future. The glory, dignity and 
honour of the Sacred House could not be touched. On examining the joints, it 
was evident that the humidity, fungi and white ants had affected the cracked 



portions. It was doubtful, however, that these might have penetrated into the 
interior walls of the Holy Ka'bah. 

 

The corrosion in the wooden cross beams in the walls.  

The Government of the Custodian of the Two Hot, Mosques is inclined to 
maintain the proverb that says: 'Prevention is better than cure'. Any pure work 
to please Allah has a light. Thorough technical and architectural research was 
conducted inside the Holy Ka'bah to evaluate the interior status of the 
building. The external surface does not usually reflect the internal reality. It 
was assumed best to check for hidden damage and decay, by insects and 
mould, to the building and marble stones. Under the nine memorial marble 
plaques, carrying the dates of the various renovations, hidden damage and 
decay were found. 

 

The corrosion in the buried wooden cross beams.  

Our main aim is to benefit Islam and the Muslims and utmost care is 
taken to achieve this. From the interior of the Holy Ka'bah, random samples 
were collected and it was found that white ants and fungi had destroyed many 
materials on the floor and in the walls. The wooden pillars, which were 
covered by a mixture of mud, sand and lime were also being invaded by 
insects and mould. Humidity had eroded and decayed the deep, interior 
sections of the wall, as well as the surfaces. It was necessary to find better and 
stronger wall substitutes. in order to ensure against and prevent any further 
damage to the interior. 



 

Wooden cross beams of the ceiling. 

 

The corrosion in the inside coat of the wall of Ka'bah.  

The Commencement of the Work 

 



Under the umbrella of the instructions of the Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques (may Allah prolong his life and grant him health and success), and 
with the grace of Allah, Saudi Bin Ladin Group had the honour of the 
assignment of the construction of the Holy Ka'bah, the Two Holy Mosques and 
other mosques. In Sha'ban, 1416 H. all necessary preparations for the work 
were ready, but the time was not suitable because the period from Ramadan to 
Dhut Hijjah is the climax of Hajj and Umrah seasons. The work necessitated 
fitting a wall around the Holy Ka'bah to conceal it. This state of affairs would 
have deprived pilgrims and Umrah performers of direct sight and access to the 
Holy Ka'bah.  

The Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques was emphatic that all his projects 
should go through regardless of cost. Implementation of the projects should 
not deprivc worshippers of enjoying the sights of the sacred places. A look at 
the Holy Ka'bah gives them spiritual satisfaction, and most of them visit the 
Ancient House for this purpose.  

It was necessary to respond to the needs of the visitors to the Holy Ka'bah. 
The commencement of the work was, therefore, postponed to a time when the 
numbers of pilgrims were few, with the target of completing it in due time. On 
the 10th Muharram, 1417 H., the work started. 

The Stages of the Construction Work 

 

The wooden wall around the Holy Ka'bah during construction work  

A white wooden screen, surrounding the Holy Ka'bah, was the first thing 
to be erected. The Black Stone, which people touch was left exposed. A space 
between the Black Stone and the wall of the Holy Ka'bah was left to admit 
movement and continuity of work. A door leading to the outside of the 
building itself on the north-western side and another one on he south-western 
side were opened to allow access and egress. In the first three weeks, all 
people were allowed to enter into the Holy Ka'bah, itself, through the wooden 
screen. After prayers, people came in rows to have the honour of entering into 



the Holy Ka'bah. This process was systematic; a group of people entered while 
another waited until the first group got out, and so on.  

Thus, thousands of people found access to the Holy Ka'bah where they had 
spiritual moments in the vastness of the Sacred House of Allah. They were 
also witnesses to the fact that there existed visible cracks that required repairs. 
This was based on a precedent set by Abdullah Ibn AIZubair (may Allah be 
pleased with them) who had witnesses who testified that the Holy Ka'bah had 
to be demolished and rebuilt on the strong foundations of the Sacred House. 
All the belongings of the Holy Ka'bah were restored to their places alter the 
renovation had been made. Hands were raised towards Heaven in 
supplication for those who contributed to the renovation of this sacred 
building. 

 

A general prespective for the site of the work  

• Wall decorations, such as memorial plates and other pieces were 
removed, cleaned and kept in safety with other belongings, gifts and 
ornaments of the Holy Ka'bah.  

• The first step was to remove the ceiling and the pillars supporting it 
because it was the part that was subject to the most damage by wood 
worms, fungi and humidity. The rocky wall was left intact, but the 
whole ceiling was demolished.  

• The plaster covering all the surfaces of the walls of the Holy Ka'bah was 
removed. Then they dug out and removed the traditional mortar 
mixture, hoping they would not have to remove the interior stones. On 
examination, it was discovered that the mixture had lost its 
cohesiveness due to bacteria, and humidity and this had weakened the 
stones of the inner body of the wall. It became necessary to remove the 
stones and reinsert them with mortar better suited to the purpose of 
the new style of construction.  



• It was found that the external wall had no structural defects and that 
the inner lining was filling the holes as a result of the natural shape and 
sizes of the rocks in the external wall. It looked like the roots of molars 
imbedded in the gum. These almost-pointed 'roots' of varying lengths, 
had gaps between them.  

• In general, there were no structural defects in the walls caused by the 
compression of the soil under the foundations, its rocks or sloping in of 
the walls.  

• The wooden supports on the walls were subject to great damage by 
white ants, fungi and humidity. This is only natural in buildings that 
contain wooden materials.  

• The work plan was set hl such a way that the renovation of one part 
should not affect the other, and that the work in the upper part should 
not affect the lower parts. Work would not shift from one part to the 
other unless the first one had been completed. Therefore, the 
implementation of the work took the following three stages:  

1. The first stage comprised the top four rows of stones.  
2. The second stage comprised the part below the four rows, down 

to the level of the internal floor of the Holy Ka'bah.  
3. The third stage went to the buried part of the level of the internal 

floor of the Holy Ka'bah up to the present level of the 
circumambulation area and below it to the depth of 40 to 70 
centimeters. In the third stage, the foundation under the level of 
the circumambulation area was excavated to make sure that it 
was safe. It was found to be so.  

The First Stage 

 

The beginning was in the upper four rows of the stones below the roof 
where the adhesive material was removed from the sections in between the 
main rocks, while keeping the outer part of the stones as it was. The stones of 
the wall and the internal stones were given numbers, cleaned and washed so 
that they might be restored to their previous sites later.  

The gaps between the stones were covered with very strong adhesive 
material. Then the stones of the wall and the interior front were replaced in 
their original locations. The vacuums were filled with a stable cement mixture. 
Reinforced steel rods were also inserted, before the cement, to connect the 
stones from the exterior to those of the interior. As a result the top four rows 
of upper stones became structurally sound. It was a difficult procedure since 
work was vertical rather than horizontal. 



 

An interior front of the wall of the Holy Ka'bah. Demonstrationg the stage of 
the repair.  

  

The Second Stage 

This stage comprised the whole of the inner lining of the wall of the Holy 
Ka'bah below the four upper rows of stones. The walls were divided into 
vertical sections but because of the alignment of the rocks, the sections were 
not straight. The space between every two lines (the width of the section) 
ranged from 1.5 to 1.7 metres according to the shape of the rocks. After that, 
the first section or the inner stones were loosened, down to the level of the 
inner floor of the Holy Ka'bah. That is 2.2 metres higher than the area of 
circumambulation,  

The stones were numbered and removed so they could be returned to their 
exact positions. The resulting spaces were propped up with wooden supports 
laid horizontally and at regular intervals. 



 

The second stage to the level of the interior floor of the Holy Ka'bah  

• It was decided that the treatment of the exposed areas should be in 
sections starting from below the top four layers, followed by another 
layer to the bottom of it, and .so on to the level of the interior floor of 
the Holy Ka'bah. Starting at the upper areas, the fronts of the stones 
were cleaned. The stones were also cleaned with fresh water, and dried 
with blowers. The exposed sections were then refilled by special high-
speed machinery with a special mortar. After that material had 
hardened, a second and extraordinarily durable mixture was used to 
replace and cement the face of the wall.  

• Reinforced metal bars were also placed inside of the wall. These bars 
were then fastened with a specially formulated mixture. These rods 
strengthen the cohesion and adhesion between the outer parts and 
inner parts of the wall or between the lining and the inner face.  

• In rebuilding the interior facc, the work progressed from the bottom to 
the top, where every stone was cleaned and laid in its proper place 
according to its numbering. This was done after filling the gaps with a 
strong mortar. Everything was sprayed with a long-term insecticide to 
eradicate all microscopic organisms and insects. Sections were filled in 
and resistance-treated materials were laid in a horizontal and vertical 
network in order to strengthen the connection between the inner and 
outer walls and achieve a unity of form. As in a carpet, this formed the 
woof and the warp of the Holy Ka'bah. The same procedure was then 
repeated in all the remaining vertical sections.  

• The second stage ended by completely filling in the remaining gaps 
between the stones with high strength mortar that would not decay or 
loosen.  

  



 
 

The stages of the repair of the longitudinal section of the wall    The plan under the level of the door of the Holy Ka'bah showing the locations of the 
longitudinal sections of the third stage.  

  

The Third Stage 

This stage comprised the excavation of the floor of the Holy Ka'bah from 
its present level to the depth of the level of the circumambulation zone, 2.2 
metres. 

• Digging up the floor of the Holy Ka'bah was not an issue that could be 
decided on hastily. On the other hand, the complete renovation of the 
wall of the Holy Ka'bah might not be implemented without the 
inspection of the foundation. The first step was to determine the extent 
of digging needed for the excavation. Accordingly, one side of the 
Shami Corner was selected as an exploratory pit that went down to the 
level of the circumambulation zone. It was just wide enough to 
determine the state of the wall and some of the foundation stones. After 
the excavation and examination, it was discovered that the condition of 
the bases was much better than that of the upper walls of the Holy 
Ka'bah. Also, some possible future problems were noted, so it was 
decided that excavation and renovation were vital.  

• The complete excavation and renovation of the floor of the Holy Ka'bah 
was the same as the renovation of the upper wall. The floor was divided 
into vertical sections and the work was symmetrical like that of the 
upper walls. The work was to the level of circumambulation, ranging 
from between 1/2 to 3/4 of a metre. This was the distance to the strong, 
compact, foundation stones that were not in need of rebuilding.  



Why the Renovation Work Stopped at 
the Bases 

It is only natural in the complete architectural renovation of any building 
that an evaluation of the condition of the foundations is vital. The form of 
evaluation differs from one case to another. The Holy Ka'bah, being a holy site 
based on Divine Foundations, had to be evaluated by entirely different 
standards. The form of examination, therefore, had to be based on methods 
which do not compromise the sanctity, dignity and honour of the Sacred 
House.  

The Condition of the Walls Under the 

Level of the 
Present CircumambulationZone, and the 

Condition of the Bases of the 
Foundations 

To determine the condition of the walls at the bottom of the present 
circumambulation zone, two exploratory pits were dug near the walls; one at a 
distance of two metres from the Shami Corner, situated between it and the 
Yemeni Corner, the other at a distance of 2.10 metres, between the corner of 
the Black Stone and the Yemeni Corner. The following findings were recorded: 

The First Pit 

Dimensions: 1.10 metres parallel to the wall, and one metre 
perpendicular to the wall with an average depth of 1.40 metres from the 
present level of circumambulation of the Holy Ka'bah. 

Observation: It was found that the base was made up of three to four 
layers of strong stones, resembling those of the upper walls. These stones were 
fitted one over the other without any mortar between the rows (this was 
practised in the original building of the walls). Those rows extend further 
inward than the upper walls built upon them. 

The Second Pit 

Dimensions: 1.10 metres parallel to the wall, and 1.05 metres 
perpendicular to the wall with an average depth of 1.25 metes below the level 
of circumambulation of the Holy Ka'bah. 

Observation: It was evident that below the renovation were between 
four and five layers of the solid stones, resembling those of the upper wall. 
These stones were fitted one over the other without any mortar between the 
rows. A projection from the thickness of the upper wall was observed. 



 

 

 

 



The Evaluation of the Present Condition 
of the Bases 

As the excavation work of the bases, above the Divine Foundation, of the 
Holy Ka'bah was relatively limited, the evaluation of the present status of the 
bases required an historical background that would determine the best 
possible course of action. The available historical information states that the 
bases of the Holy Ka'bah were made of firmly interlocked stones dating from 
the time of Abraham (peace be upon him). These bases were not touched 
throughout the several demolitions and rebuilding of the Holy Ka'bah. 
Abdullah Ibn AI Zubair (may Allah be pleased with them) noted this when he 
excavated the same area, having called 50 distinguished citizens to witness it. 
It was observed, at that time also, that the old stones were firmly fitted 
together. without mortar, and they resembled the interlocking necks of 
camels. Because of the layout of the original base stones, even the heaviest 
loads of the Holy Ka'bah, over the centuries of renovations, did not sink into 
the ground. 

It has been observed over time that the Holy Ka'bah has remained stable 
on its foundations despite more than 1300 years of rebuilding. Changes by 
Abdullah Ibn AI Zubair (may Allah be pleased with them), Al Hajjaj Ibn Yusuf 
AI Thaqafi, and destruction by torrential rains and flooding did not affect the 
base. 

 

The removal of the old marble.  

 

Fixing the interior skirting.  



It is worth mentioning that similar buildings witnessed rapid deterioration 
in the walls due to problems in the foundations and the soil beneath them. For 
example (not comparison), the leaning Tower of Pisa began to lean in the early 
stages of its construction due to problems in the soil. This inclination caused 
many structural problems. No such tilting happened in the case of the 
building of the Holy Ka'bah. 

On reviewing the present works implemented, one notes that the stones at 
the upper part of the walls of the Holy Ka'bah, over the level of the present 
circumambulation zone, have been reconstructed. This was done in such a 
way as to guarantee a homogeneous unit with a very high degree of strength, 
solidity and resistance to strains on the supports. Parallel reinforcements in 
the vertical sections and horizontal reinforcements joining interior stones and 
outer wall ensure the connecting integrity of the entire structure. Mortar of 
the highest quality was used to join the stones together. The homogeneity of 
the walls at a height exceeding 13 metres has guaranteed the even distribution 
of stress on the courses beneath it, and the soil at the bottom of the walls as 
well. These walls are made so strong and solid that they have Ruaranteed the 
safety of the Holy Ka'bah. The Holy Ka'bah is not affected even in the case of 
the presence of any hollows or weak points under the walls due to the strength 
of the present walls, and the even distribution of the loads over the bases. 

It can be concluded that the present base of the building of the Holy 
Ka'bah is in excellent condition and will not need any sort of repair up to the 
Day of Judgement. 

 

 

Fixing the new marble on the sides of the wall.  



 

Fixing the new marble on the top of the wall. 

The Ceiling of the Holy Ka'bah 

The main material, forming the roof of the Holy Ka'bah, is wood. The ideal 
type to be employed in the roof of the Holy Ka'bah should have the following 
qualities: 

1. Strength and durability.  
2. Minimal shrinkage.  
3. Flexibility in a hot, dry climate.  
4. Resistance to white ants, bacteria, mould and humidity.  
5. The trunks should not be more than 10 metres in length, stress levels 

equal and each with a diameter of slightly less than one metre after 
striping and preparation.  

These specifications were given to Internatiomil Timber Research Centres 
in Europe, Australia and New Zealand. As a result of the centres' studies, teak 
wood from its natural environment (not planted in other areas) was 
recommended for its strength. durability and long life. The length of its trunk 
is usually ten metres with diameters of 1.5 metres. It repels white ants and 
may be dried in a short time with the least degree of shrinkage, and if oiled it 
acquires a very beautiful gloss. It had already been used in Saudi Arabia in 
other projects of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques. 



 

The Shadhrwan 

The old marble of the Shadhrwan was replaced by new marble that 
resembles the old. The old marble on the side of the door of the Holy Ka'bah 
was kept as it was because of its beauty, value and design. 

Hijir Ismail and its Renewal 



The old marble of the walls and floor of Hijir Ismail was removed and 
replaced with new. The lanterns on the walls were cleaned and restored to 
their previous positions. A strong and ornamented screen of ropes leading to 
the entrance of the Hijir was made in harmony with the dignity and 
glorification of the place. The partition is opened and closed when necessary. 

Mastabat Al Hirasah 

This is the dais of the Holy Ka'bah. It has been established next to the 
Black Stone, with underground air conditioning. A guard stands on it to 
oversee people kissing the Black Stone. 

 

A vertical section of the guard dais. 

 

The plan of the Holy Ka'bah. The renewal of Al-Shadhrwan .  

 



 

A cross section of the entrance of Hijir Ismail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This web site is not belong to any country or government. It is not funded 
by any organization or donation. It made solely from personal fund. Here is 
why I made this web site. 

When I was a little boy all of my classmate were Buddhist. They use to 
asked me “Why you are Muslim? You are in Thailand, you would rather be 
Buddhist.” And “Why Muslim worship Black stone?”. I had no answer for 
them. My classmate probably confused Ka’bah to Black stone. I known 
Ka’Bah. I’ve heard of the Black Stone. But I didn’t know if people worship 
them or not. My knowledge about Islamic was very limited at that time. 

It was almost thirty years ago. But 
even today, I still have very little 
knowledge in Islam and Ka'bah. 
Fortunately, I found some excellence 
books and know some learned whom I can 
consult. When I turned to Internet and 
searched for Ka’bah. I’ve found may sites 
with comprehensive Ka’bah information. 
But I can’t find the web site which 
dedicated to Ka’bah information 
exclusively. 

Therefore, I decided to create this web 
site. The web site that compiles Ka’bah 
information from every where. The web 
site that help the researcher to find in-
deep information of the Holy Ka’bah, all in 
one place. The web site that readers can 
share their opinion and information about 
Ka’bah. 

 

Most of information in this web site is derived from an excellence book 
“The Holy Ka’bah and The Two Holy Mosques Construction and History” 
written in Arabic by Obaid Allah Muhammad Amin Kardi Translated by Dr. 
Obeid Mohamad Ahmad Kheiri, publish by Al Turath, The Saudi Bin Ladin 
Group. And also from many other very good books as listed in the 
Bibliography. 

If you found any good or useful information in this web site, all good is 
belong to those who produced the original source. If you found any mistake in 
this web site, all mistake is belong to me. I hope you will notify me for any 
error. So I can correct it right away. 

May peace be with you, 
Kabahinfo’s Webmaster 


